
 

 

December 2017 
Announcements 

December’s Dinner will be at Café’ 
Fresco on December 9th. We will meet 
at 5:30 pm and dinner will seat prompt-
ly at 6:00 pm. Please RSVP if you plan 
to attend at our website.  

December’s Meeting is Saturday, 
December 9th at approximately 8:00 
pm  After hour activities usually ensue 
after the meeting at the Sheraton’s 
Dog & Pony Lounge. Check with Katie 
W. for information. 

The 2018 TransCentralPA Board of 
Directors has been elected. See 
page 2 for results. 

Our Annual Holiday Potluck will be 
in lieu of our normal group meeting on 
Saturday, January 13th at 6:00 pm at 
the MCC of the Spirit. All are invited. 
We will post a sign-up sheet in late 
December and announce it via email. 

Looking for Volunteers Over the 
past 17 months, TransCentralPA has 
been working with the Department of 
Corrections to provide a video confer-
ence based support group for trans-
identified inmates.  This program is in 
support of the Prison Rape Elimination 
Act (PREA) and the program has been 
well received by the inmates.  Recent-
ly, we have had requests for members 
of our organization to become pen pals 
with those inmates that request one.  
Communications must be by regular 
(snail) mail as they do not have access 
to the internet, thus email is not an 
option.  If this interests you please let 
Joanne Carroll know as soon as you 
can.   

Opportunity to Participate in Re-
search Study – Focus Group  Re-
searchers at Penn State College of 
Medicine want to better identify and 
understand the health-related success-
es, challenges and concerns of 
transgender individuals. The group 
discussions will audio recorded and 
later transcribed for the research with-
out any identifiers. 

You may qualify if: You identify as 
transgender, AND You are 18 years of 
age or older.  You will be compensated 
for your time and effort in the form of a 

$20 gift card. All information will be 
strictly confidential.  Due to limited 
space, only the first 20 eligible partici-
pants will be invited to participate in the 
research study.  If you are interested, 
please complete the eligibility survey 
at: https://redcap.ctsi.psu.edu/surveys/ 
then enter code NJ7DP48CF 

TransCentralPA Family is a special 
meeting for families and friends with 
trans and gender expansive youth.   
They meets the first Sunday of each 
month from 3 to 5 pm. The next meet-
ing is Sunday, January 7th. Please 
email us at family@transcentralpa.org 
with questions. 

2018 Keystone Conference The 2018 
Keystone Conference will be held 
March 6th - 11th at the Sheraton Har-
risburg-Hershey Hotel in Harrisburg, 
PA. Attendees will find four full days of 
varied and meaningful workshops, 
seminars and activities and four nights 
of social functions, the finale being Sat-
urday night's Keystone Gala in the 
Sheraton's resplendent Commonwealth 
Ballroom.  

Make Your Hotel Reservations Now 
The Sheraton Harrisburg is very excit-
ed to host our event once again and is 
offering Traditional Double and Deluxe 
King rooms at the same rate of $114/
night regardless of occupancy. Club 

level rooms are also available at re-
duced rates as well. This special rate is 
only available until January 24th, 2018 
then prices increase to the normal Key-
stone room rate. 

There is a limited number of rooms at 
the hotel so please make your reserva-
tions as soon as possible since the 
block of rooms fill up early. Click here 
for more information about the rooms. 

Questions about updating gender 
markers or gender designation on 
PA IDs or driver's licenses and would 
like to talk to a supportive person inside 
of PennDOT before moving forward 
with the process? Inquiries about 
changing the gender designation on PA 
IDs or driver's licenses, contact ale-
campbel@pa.gov or call 717-787-0485. 
 
December Birthdays. Please say 
Happy Birthday to Stacie N, Jen L and 
Jennifer L. Want birthday greetings? 
We’ll pass along a Happy Birthday to 
you if you send us your Birthday month. 
We’ll help put another candle on your 
birthday cake. Send information to  
info@transcentralPA.org  

TCPA Membership Dues are a one-
time annual fee of $20.  Dues are used 
to pay for meeting space, program liter-
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TransCentralPA’s Transgender Day of Remembrance was held on the capitol steps on  

November 20th, to mourn the lives of brothers and sisters who might else be forgotten 
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Calendar of Events 
Bold text are TransCentralPA sponsored 

Dec  

3 

TransCentralPA Families Meeting 

Mechanicsburg, PA 

Dec 

9 

TransCentralPA Dinner 

Meeting @ the MCC Of The Spirit 

Social Time-Location @ Sheraton 

Jan  

7 

TransCentralPA Families Meeting 

Mechanicsburg, PA 

Jan  

13 

TransCentralPA Potluck Dinner 

Meeting @ the MCC Of The Spirit 

Social Time-Location @ Sheraton 

Jan  

15 

10th Annual Keystone Conference 

Registration Opens 

Workshop Proposal Deadline 

Keystone Schedule Outline posted 

Jan 

24 

Normal Keystone hotel rates end 

Feb  

1 

Keystone Financial Aid request 

opens 

Feb  

3 

TransCentralPA Families Meeting 

Mechanicsburg, PA 

Feb 

9 

TransCentralPA Dinner 

Meeting @ the MCC Of The Spirit 

Social Time-Location @ Sheraton 

Mar 

1 

Keystone Late Attendee Registra-

tion Opens 

Mar  

3 

TransCentralPA Families Meeting 

Mechanicsburg, PA 

Mar 

10 

NO TransCentralPA Dinner/Meeting 

Mar  

6-11 

10th Annual Keystone Conference 

March 6- 11 2018 

Harrisburg. PA 

Visit www.TransCentralPA.org for de-

tails & more event info!  

From the President 

Joanne Carroll 

President 

Let me begin by thanking all of you for returning me 
to the best non-paying job I have ever had.  Serving 
you as your President is a high honor, and I do not 
take your trust lightly.   The advocacy, activism and 
education part of the job is sometimes grueling but 
when attitudes change and we gain allies, each mi-
nute spent is a small but victorious moment. 
 
Thank you as well for your vote of confidence in  
your board of directors.  You returned Kristy Snow 
as Vice-President, Katie Ward as Secretary/
Treasurer and Nic Miller as the Family Program Di-
rector.  We welcome Karen Lehman as the Signifi-
cant Other Program Director and Gillian Branstetter 
as Trans-Woman Program Director. Unfortunately, 
at this time, the position of Trans-Men Program Director is unfilled. 

We have made a significant change in our routine for the month of De-
cember. In previous years, we conducted a Holiday Pot Luck in lieu of 
a December meeting.  Your Board of Directors earlier this year agreed 
that conducting this event in December even with the name change 
was the same as a Christmas Party, masquerading under a different 
name.  Our members represent a number of faith traditions, and we 
determined that moving the Potluck to January would thus respect 
everyone. 

Do not blink, because before you realize it Keystone 2018 will be upon 
us.  Kristy, Katie and I are heading for our busiest time of the year as 
we gear up for the conference.  This year will mark our 10th Anniver-
sary, which for those of us that have been around for that long, hardly 
seems possible.  The Keystone Conference was only ever conceived 
as an opportunity to provide our members and other trans-identified 
persons from South Central Pennsylvania to learn more about our indi-
vidual journeys.  The next thing we knew the word was out and the 
conference has grown incrementally to a high last year of 750 at-
tendees.  

Finally, whether you celebrate Hanukah, Kwanza, Christmas or noth-
ing at all in this holiday season I wish you…health, good cheer, great 
friends, fantastic times and memories to last a lifetime.  May 2018 be 
your best year ever, 

      Luv ‘n hugs 
 

         Joanne 

 

Election Results for 2018 Board of Directors 

President Joanne C. 

Vice President Kristy S. 

Secretary/Treasurer Katie W. 

Family & Youth Program Director Nicole M. 

Spouse/SO Program Director Karen L. 

Transwomen Program Director Gillian B. 

Transmen Program Director (unfilled) 

  

*Gillian B. won the special election to complete the term of the 2017 Trans-
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Below are several news stories, blogs, opinions and resources for your reading pleasure.  Opinions & views in these links cannot be assumed to be of 
TransCentralPA, nor the Officers or Members of TransCentralPA.  Our goal is to simply provide you with information & thought-provoking viewpoints. If 
you would like to submit a story, please email us at info@TransCentralPA.org. 

News 

Small-town doctor wants to perform surgeries for transwomen  
25 best LGBTQ movies of the past 25 years 
CBBC follows transgender teen’s journey to become a boy 
Trying to find love as a transgender man 
Transgender people open up about their lives and experiences 
Transgender model helps smash barriers 
Half of LGBT workers feel bullied at work 
Gay philanthropist donates millions to LGBT fund 

Theater company spotlights community for body-image discussion 

I'm not a boy or a girl 

New Ryan Murphy Show for FX casts several Transgender regulars  

Californians soon to have nonbinary Gender Option on birth certificates  

Transgender Brazilians embrace soap opera: ‘Now You Can See Us’  

My husband Is now my wife 

Five sites of New York’s L.G.B.T.Q. history  

Gender-Fluid artists come out of the Gray Zone 

Boulder Co. students, teachers want schools to tackle gender and sexuality issues 

A Federal Court Pushes Back on Transgender Military Ban 

Battle over rights inspires more U.S. transgender candidates 

Long Island Gay & Lesbian film festival to showcase 8 new films 

Exploring Breast Cancer In Transgender Communities 

Patriotic & Proud, Kansas City’s Transgender Vets  look to the future 

Tom Petty’s last tour included a subtle nod of support for Trans rights 

A father and Trans daughter, two generations of firefighters 

Teen  on the front lines for trans equality in North Carolina  

Trans Men Prefer To Do It Themselves 

Spelman College changes its admissions policy to include Trans women  

Writing while Trans 

Beautiful story of a gay dad and his Transgender daughter  

Trans influencers went purple for #SpiritDay  

First ever TransTech Summit aims to empower Trans community  

Non-binary leaders who are changing the world 

Author Heath Fogg: Does Gender Matter?  

Learn about LGBTQ history with these films and documentaries  

Unions, national education and civil rights orgs stand with TG students  

Mazzoni names new medical director 

LGBT chamber of commerce celebrates 10th anniversary  

Transgender person stabbed to death in Upstate NY domestic incident (reports) 

Caitlyn Jenner Opens Up About Her Life 2 Years After Coming Out  

A Day in the Life of a transgendered Uber driver 

PA gay man granted widower status 

Liberty City elects new co-chair 

Training educates LGBT Community on discrimination 

Eight Pennsylvania mayors join against LGBT discrimination 

Florida man on surviving Pulse, finding pride 

Transgender men in Georgia win right to change their names 

Albuquerque transgender teens voted onto homecoming courts 

Transgender group in Pakistan fights adversity by throwing a party 

Transgender children will now be able to join the Girl Guides 

Transgender Celebs you Need to Know 

Why we still need statewide protections from discrimination 

The Impact Of HIV On The Trans Community 

Coming Out’ At 72: Who I Am And Why It Matters 

Transgender Soldiers Make Us A Stronger Military 

Empowering Transgender Lights to Shine 

PA Department of Human Services Medical Assistance Bulletin  

In-Service transition for transgender service members 

Femme Fever News  

Hahnemann Launches 
Fellowship for Care of 

Trans Patients 
from PGN 

A local hospital last month launched 
a training program focused on medical and surgical pro-
cedures for transgender patients. 

Hahnemann University Hospital’s new one-year 
Transgender Fellowship Training Program will provide 
candidates with training and education in major recon-
structive cases, including pre- and post-operative care. 
Hahnemann’s program is the first of its kind in the city 
and the second in the nation; Mount Sinai’s Icahn School 
of Medicine in New York City announced the country’s 
first transgender surgery and psychiatric medical fellow-
ships this summer. 

“Hahnemann University Hospital prides itself on being a 
pioneer in medical research and advancement,” Hahne-
mann CEO Michael P. Halter said in a statement. 
“Creating a Transgender Fellowship Training Program is 
the next chapter in continuing a legacy of excellence.” 

Under the direction of Dr. Kathy L. Rumer, Hahnemann’s 
Transgender Surgery Program director, fellows will learn 
about an assortment of male-to-female and female-to-
male gender-affirming surgeries. Additionally, they will 
learn about facial surgeries, breast augmentation, chest 
masculinization and body-contouring, Rumer said.  

Rumer said she hopes to train fellows to not only perform 
surgical procedures but to also relate to patients in pre- 
and post-operative care. This includes working with pa-
tients’ primary-care doctors.  

“This is a patient population that has, for years, been ig-
nored by the medical community and, just recently, the 
medical community is beginning to embrace it, so we 
want to make sure we are training people who are com-
passionate to the needs of transgender patients,” Rumer 
said. 

The doctor noted that trans patients are usually on a wait 
list for several years before they receive gender-
confirming surgeries. She said she hopes fellows will stay 
onboard at Hahnemann to help grow the practice and 
treat more patients. 

“In my opinion, if you have gender dysphoria to the point 
where you want to harm yourself, waiting two years to 
have the surgeries performed is not health care,” she 
said. “One of our motivating factors to start the program 
was to adequately train physicians so we can help to 
treat these patients to pull in the pipeline.”  

Qualified candidates are required to complete an ACGME
-approved urological-surgery or plastic-surgery residency 
to enroll in the fellowship. For more information, call Hah-
nemann University Hospital’s fellowship coordinator at 
215-762-7171. 
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https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/a-gay-dad-and-his-transgender-daughter_us_58b88658e4b0fa65b844b118?utm_hp_ref=transgender
https://www.glaad.org/blog/trans-influencers-went-purple-spiritday-and-its-big-deal
https://www.glaad.org/blog/first-ever-transtech-summit-aims-empower-trans-community
https://www.glaad.org/blog/and-coming-bi-and-transgendernon-binary-leaders-who-are-changing-world
https://www.glaad.org/blog/beyond-trans-does-gender-matter-author-heath-fogg-davis-speaks-glaad
https://www.glaad.org/blog/learn-more-about-lgbtq-history-these-films-and-documentaries
https://www.glaad.org/blog/unions-national-education-and-civil-rights-orgs-standing-strong-transgender-students
http://www.epgn.com/news/local/12560-mazzoni-names-new-medical-director
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http://www.epgn.com/news/local/11572-eight-pennsylvania-mayors-join-mayors-against-lgbt-discrimination-coalition
http://www.epgn.com/news/local/11576-florida-man-on-surviving-pulse-finding-pride
https://www.yahoo.com/news/transgender-men-georgia-won-change-193336898.html
http://www.delawareonline.com/story/news/local/new-mexico/2017/01/25/albuquerque-transgender-teens-voted-onto-homecoming-courts/97041952/
http://nypost.com/video/transgender-group-in-pakistan-fights-adversity-by-throwing-a-party/
https://www.yahoo.com/news/transgender-children-will-now-be-able-to-join-the-girl-guides-113430218.html
http://www.cbsnews.com/pictures/transgender-celebrities-you-need-to-know/
http://equalitypa.org/why-we-still-need-statewide-protections-from-discrimination/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/hiv-transgender-community_us_57924090e4b0fc06ec5cce19?utm_hp_ref=transgender
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http://www.huffingtonpost.com/lionel-beehner/no-actually-transgender-s_b_10967264.html?utm_hp_ref=transgende
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/stephanie-mott/empowering-transgender-li_b_11015148.html
http://www.dhs.pa.gov/cs/groups/webcontent/documents/bulletin_admin/c_233793.pdf
https://www.defense.gov/Portals/1/features/2016/0616_policy/DoD-Instruction-1300.28.pdf
http://www.femmefever.com/femmefeverevents.html
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Transwomen Program 

 Couple continued on Page 11... 

Danica Roem, a transgender woman 
unseated one of Virginia's longest 
serving and most socially conserva-
tive lawmakers Tuesday and is set to 
make history as the first openly 
transgender person elected and seat-
ed in a state legislature. 

Roem, a Democrat 
and experienced 
newspaper reporter, 
beat Republican Del. 
Bob Marshall, who 
sponsored a bill this 
year that would have 
restricted the bath-
rooms transgender 
people can use. The 
race was one of the 
year's most high pro-
file, drawing national 
and international at-
tention and big mon-
ey to the northern Virginia House of 
Delegates district outside the nation's 
capital. 

"It's historic. ... It sends a message to 
politicians everywhere that the poli-
tics of bigotry is over," House Demo-
cratic Leader David Toscano said. 

Roem will be the first transgender 
member of the House of Delegates 
and will become the first out 
transgender person to win and serve 
in a state legislature, according to the 
Victory Fund, a political action com-
mittee that has supported her. 

Roem, who couldn't immediately be 
reached for an interview Tuesday 
night, openly discussed her gender 
identity during her campaign, but it 
was far from her focus. Instead, she 
focused on jobs, schools and, with 
particular fervor, northern Virginia's 
traffic congestion. 

She started pursuing therapy to begin 
her gender transition when she was 
28, and said in an interview earlier 
this year with The Associated Press 
during the campaign that politics 
should be inclusive of all. 

"No matter what you look like, where 
you come from, how you worship or 
who you love, if you have good public 
policy ideas, if you're qualified for 

office, you have every right to bring 
your ideas to the table," she said. 

She also argued that Marshall, who 
has served in the House since 1992, 
has spent too much time on social 
policy. 

A lightning rod for 
controversy, Marshall 
often drew the ire of 
even his own party. 

In addition to this 
year's bathroom bill, 
Marshall was also the 
author of a now-void 
constitutional amend-
ment that defined 
marriage as between 
one man and one 
woman, and spon-
sored a bill banning 
gay people from 

openly serving in the Virginia Nation-
al Guard. 

On the campaign trail, Marshall and 
other Republicans repeatedly misi-
dentified Roem's gender. 

In a statement posted on his Face-
book page, Marshall said: "For 26 
years I've been proud to fight for you, 
and fight for our future. Though we all 
wish tonight would have turned out 
differently, I am deeply grateful for 
your support and effort over the 
years." 

Roem, who sings in a metal band in 
her spare time, said she learned to 
listen to different perspectives and 
digest complicated policy as a report-
er for the Gainesville Times and 
Prince William Times, skills she 
would bring to bear as a delegate. 

"We are determined to replicate this 
race nationwide - using constituent-
focused LGBTQ candidates to 
takedown elected officials who use 
their positions to target our communi-
ty. Tonight was the opening salvo," 
Aisha C. Moodie-Mills, president & 
CEO of Victory Fund, said in a state-
ment. 

America’s First Openly Transgender State Legislator 
Associated Press 

Danica Roem 

Transgender couple 
who stayed together 

 after they both had sex 
change operations 

Jen Mills, Metro.Com.UK 

Arin Andrews and Katie Hill were the 
first openly transgender teen couple in 
the U.S. and their unconventional love 
story gave hope to other trans young 
people all over. The couple met in 
2012 while going through gender tran-
sition, and fell in love. Arin, now 19, 
and Katie, 21, posted videos docu-
menting the highs and lows of their 
courtship and their transition, discuss-
ing the physical and emotional chang-
es. Sadly their relationship ended, but 
they feature in a new documentary in 
which they reveal they still have a 
special bond. 

Their honest portrayal of their lives 
has gained them thousands of follow-
ers online who are inspired that they 
could find their soulmate too. Katie 
said: ‘I don’t think anyone unless they 
know our story would come to the 
conclusion that we’re a trans man and 
a trans woman dating. ‘They would 
just see us as a boy and a girl dating.’ 
Arin said: ‘I’ve always loved women 
and liked women as a female be-
cause I’ve always deep down known 
that I was straight male.’ 

They will feature on BBC 3’s docu-
mentary ‘Young, Trans and Looking 
for Love’ which will air at 9pm tomor-
row as part of the channel’s Breaking 
The Mould Season. In the pro-
gramme, other teenagers describe 
their own search for the one and say 
they see Arin and Katie as an inspira-
tion. Devon Ellerman, an 18-year-old 
transgender male, hopes that one day 
he will find a girl to accept him as a 
man – despite being biologically fe-
male. But so far things have been dif-
ficult and he even had to move 400 
miles to Minnesota after being target-
ed by bullies who threatened to kill 
him. 

Devon said: ‘It’s a little bit difficult in 
the dating scene because I don’t real-
ly know anybody and nobody really 
knows me. ‘I think the ultimate goal, at 
the end of my life, I’d would definitely 
want to find somebody that I’m in love 
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Spouse/Significant Other Program 

When I was a teenager, I met the per-
son who would become my husband 
– who would later become my wife. 

Our first meeting took place in our 
high school psychology class, and we 
soon became friends, talking a lot on 
the phone, as teenagers did back 
then. We dated briefly, but our rela-
tionship was short-lived. 

After some time apart after I went off 
to college, we reconnected, and after 
that, it all happened quickly: Our rela-
tionship bloomed, we fell in love, and 
we moved closer to one another to be 
together. 

After three years, I was proposed to. I 
knew this was who I was supposed to 
marry, because we had split up once 
and gotten back together, unable to 
be apart. 

But when my spouse came out to 
me as transgender, and later tran-
sitioned, my world was thrown up-
side-down. 

There was a lot that changed, but 
what I didn’t anticipate were the ques-
tions and public scrutiny that would 
surround my sexuality. I had only ever 
identified as straight, but by staying in 
a marriage with a trans woman, this 
identification was challenged. 

According to queer people, I had to 
identify as a lesbian in order to vali-
date my wife’s gender identity. But 
according to the court of public opin-
ion on the Internet, by doing this, I 
would single-handedly prove the con-
servative opinion that queer people 
can change their sexuality – that be-
ing queer is a choice. 

Straight people just had questions. 
They couldn’t wrap their heads 
around how I could be attracted to my 
wife when I was, for all intents and 
purposes, only attracted to men. 

So what am I, and where do I 
stand? What does this say about 
the nature of sexuality? Is this 
about love, or is sexuality truly flu-
id and our physical attractions 
change over time? 

Well, I don’t have all the answers, but 
I’ve been forced to dig deep and 

make evaluations both of myself and 
of society as a whole. And as a result 
of much introspection, I’m beginning 
to look at sexuality as more fluid than 
people seem to realize it is. 

I have a friend who identified her 
whole life as a lesbian, but fell in love 
with and married a man. I know a 
person who, after divorcing her hus-
band, ended up in a relationship with 
her best female friend. I have multiple 
friends who left straight marriages 
when they realized they were gay. 

I know other women like myself 
whose spouses’ transitioned gen-
ders, and who stayed post-gender 
confirmation surgery. I can’t speak to 
their experiences or sexuality, but I 
can say that I personally stayed be-
cause I loved my husband and I 
knew I could love my wife as well. 

My spouse, regardless of gender, 
makes me laugh, is kind to others, is 
politically active, shares the same 
political opinions as me, and has the 
same geeky loves as I do, including, 
but certainly not limited to, Harry Pot-
ter, Star Wars, and Doctor Who. We 
had a great life together and a beauti-
ful son. 

I didn’t want to leave. And so, I 
stayed. 

Physical differences in my wife are 
becoming more apparent by the day. 
At first, it was the removal of hair, the 
application of makeup, and the 
growth of her head hair. Then came 
the changes of medical transition: the 
growth of breasts, the development 
of hips and a waistline, and the sof-
tening of her facial features. 

Through these changes, I’ve re-
mained attracted to my spouse. I find 
her new look to be beautiful in the 
way I have always been able to find 
other women beautiful, but the attrac-
tion is deeper since we have an emo-
tional connection as well. The fact 
that I love her and care about her 
deeply translates into physical attrac-
tion. Our love was always more than 
skin-deep. 

I joke that I married her so that my 
children would have her eyes, and 
that is one part of her physical ap-
pearance that hasn’t changed. She 
still has those beautiful blue eyes, 
with those gorgeous long eyelashes.   

There was a time when I mourned 
the loss of her more manly features – 
even her chest hair, which ironically 
prior to coming out I was not a huge 
fan of – but that longing is gone.   

I don’t understand why or how I still 
find her sexually attractive; all I can 
say is that I do. It doesn’t mean I find 
cis women appealing in the same 
way, which is why this attraction may 
stem from the love I had for my wife 
prior to transition. 

Staying with a trans woman means 
going against what we’re taught by 
society about sexuality and gender. 
In an ideal world, people would fit 
nicely into one category: gay, 
straight, bisexual – but they don’t. I 
learned this the hard way, by being 
thrust into the world of unknown sex-
uality. 

And now, having explored my sexual-
ity in an entirely new way, I wonder: If 
people weren’t put into these boxes – 
if people truly were able to enjoy 
what they do and love who they love 
regardless of gender identity or orien-
tation – what would the world look 
like? Would it be a better place? 
Would everyone be happier? 

At the end of the day, all I know is 
that sexuality is deeply personal and 
private. I know that I now identify as 
queer, and that no well-defined box 
can contain me. 

And, really, that’s all anyone needs to 
know. 

How My Sexuality Changed When My Husband Became My Wife 
December 27, 2016 by Amanda Crose, the Establishment 

http://www.transcentralpa.org/index.htmC:/Users/John/Documents/Commercial
http://www.theestablishment.co/2016/11/14/how-my-sexuality-changed-after-my-husband-became-my-wife/?utm_source=everydayfeminism&utm_medium=syndication
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Transmen Program 

Transman Elected to the Minneapolis City Council 
Neil Broverman, Advocate Correspondent 

 
The trans and Democratic victories of Elec-
tion Night 2017 roll on, with Phillipe Cun-
ningham declared the winner of the Fourth 
Ward seat in Minneapolis's city council. 

Cunningham bested Barb Johnson, the cur-
rent Minneapolis council president and 20-
year incumbent (both Cunningham and 
Johnson are Democrats). Cunningham was 
aided by the transgender political action 
committee Breakthrough. Cunningham had 
a wealth of experience, serving as a senior 
policy aide to Mayor Betsy Hodges, as well 
as a special education teacher and youth 
advocate. 

Cunningham was the second person of col-
or elected to the Minneapolis City Council, 
joining Andrea Jenkins, who was declared 
the winner of Ward Eight last night. 

“Today is an historic day for all trans people 
and especially trans people of color.  We 
have elected two brilliant, black candidates 
to the Minneapolis City Council — our co-
founder, Andrea Jenkins — and Phillipe 
Cunningham. And it was the nation’s only trans focused PAC, led by a majority 
of people of color that made those victories happen," Danni Askini, Breakthrough 
fund national co-chair, said in a statement. "Our goal was to not just elect An-
drea and Phillipe but to permanently expand the electorate by focusing on poor, 
working class voters with mid-to low voting propensity scores. 

We knew they would be tough races but our team worked with the Analyst Insti-
tute to craft a precise and evidence driven voter ID, persuasion and turnout pro-
gram; built a partnership on the ground with OutFront Minnesota; and worked 
with some of the top notch political operatives in the U.S. When a conservative 
PAC announced that they would spend $1 million targeting Phillippe and two 
other progressive challengers, we knew we were close to a win.” 

Book Review 
Transgender Men and  

the Persistence of  
Gender Inequality 

by Kristen Schilt 

The fact that 
men and 
women con-
tinue to re-
ceive une-
qual treat-
ment at work 
is a point of 
contention 
among politi-
cians, the 
media, and 
scholars. 
Common 
explanations 

for this disparity range from biological 
differences between the sexes to the 
conscious and unconscious biases 
that guide hiring and promotion deci-
sions. Just One of the Guys? sheds 
new light on this phenomenon by an-
alyzing the unique experiences of 
transgender men—people designat-
ed female at birth whose gender 
identity is male—on the job. 

Kristen Schilt draws on in-depth inter-
views and observational data to show 
that while individual transmen have 
varied experiences, overall their sto-
ries are a testament to systemic gen-
der inequality. The reactions of 
coworkers and employers to trans-
men, Schilt demonstrates, reveal the 
ways assumptions about innate dif-
ferences between men and women 
serve as justification for discrimina-
tion. She finds that some transmen 
gain acceptance—and even privileg-
es—by becoming “just one of the 
guys,” that some are coerced into 
working as women or marginalized 
for being openly transgender, and 
that other forms of appearance-
based discrimination also influence 
their opportunities. Showcasing the 
voices of a frequently overlooked 
group, Just One of the Guys? lays 
bare the social processes that foster 
forms of inequality that affect us all. 

 

More interesting book reviews 

Councilman Phillipe Cunningham 

https://www.advocate.com/commentary/2017/11/08/last-night-proof-trans-folks-are-architects-their-own-destiny
https://www.advocate.com/commentary/2017/11/08/last-night-proof-trans-folks-are-architects-their-own-destiny
https://www.advocate.com/commentary/2017/11/08/last-night-proof-trans-folks-are-architects-their-own-destiny
https://www.advocate.com/politics/2017/11/07/trans-woman-andrea-jenkins-elected-minneapolis-city-council
http://www.press.uchicago.edu/ucp/books/book/chicago/D/bo3643388.html
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cause I don’t think anybody else is 
going to understand what it feels like 
right now to be one of us. It’s mind-
blowing. I’m glad it’s happening espe-
cially after the negativity that has 
been going on with this administra-
tion. It’s a beautiful thing to be a part 
of.” 

Titus has not always had such a posi-
tive outlook. 

He identified as a lesbian at age 18 
and did not come out as trans until 
age 30. When he was a teenager, 
Titus was teased for “not acting like 
the other girls” and recalled hiding on 
top of toilet seats in the school re-
strooms. 

“Essentially, I think they figured out I 
was trans before I did. They just did-
n’t tell me in a really nice way.” 

Titus contemplated suicide at age 16 
and wrote an instant message saying 
goodbye to his friends — but then 
they rallied behind him. 

“It gave me a subset of superpowers 
that I now have to be able to relate 
[to others],” he said about such expe-
riences. “I’m really good at being able 
to handle the negative backlash that 
I’m getting all over social media right 
now because I’m trans. You can’t say 
anything that hasn’t already been 
said to me and, lucky for you, I al-
ready built up my sense of confi-
dence that I don’t really need your 
affirmation.” 

Titus laughed off some of that back-
lash on social media and said he 
reached out to state Rep. Brian Sims, 
the state’s only openly gay state rep-
resentative, for advice. 

“He has been amazing in saying that 
this will never go away so you can’t 
lose sight of the whole reason you 
put your hat in the ring to begin with,” 
Titus said. “And that’s what I keep 
going back to. I didn’t do this be-
cause I wanted to change every-
body’s perspective of trans people. I 
did this because I wanted to make a 
difference for the kids. I have to stay 
focused on that or else I’ll be con-
sumed by it.” 

Tyler Titus, PA's History-Making School Official, Talks Election, Trans Visibility 

Tyler Titus said he sometimes forgets 
that he’s trans — until someone re-
minds him. 

“It’s very apparent right now,” he 
laughed. 

The 33-year-old won the election for 
one of four school-board seats in Erie 
earlier this month, becoming the first 
openly transgender person to be 
elected in Pennsylvania. While Titus 
said he did not run for office because 
of his identity, he is aware of the his-
tory-making nature of his election. 

“The great thing about me being 
trans and being elected right now is 
because everyone is paying attention 
to, ‘Oh, hey look, Tyler is trans.’ But 
by doing that, they are bringing a lot 
of attention to the Erie School Dis-
trict, which is exactly what I wanted to 
have happen,” he said. 

Titus said one of the things he want-
ed to bring attention to is the effort to 
“make the schools the focus again,” 
noting that Erie is a failing school dis-
trict. 

“I realized that somebody had to do 
something and my mom always 
raised me to [think], You don’t come 
to the table with complaints. You 
come to the table with solutions,” Ti-
tus said. “I can stand back all day 
long and complain about it but, at the 
end of the day, I really needed to get 
in and make a difference.” 

Titus added that he wants to see the 
public conversation about the district 
evolve to, “Look at how we have 
failed our schools.” 

“That’s a complete dynamic shift. I 
come from a trauma-informed ap-
proach where you don’t say what’s 
wrong with the kid but you say what 
happened to the kid,” said Titus, who 
works as a licensed professional 
counselor and consultant for Erie 
schools. 

“That’s the same approach that we’re 
going to have to take with the 
schools. We have to see as a com-
munity how we have let our school 
district down.” 

Titus also aims to pull Erie’s re-
sources together. 

The town has “booming industries” 
and successful colleges, whose stu-

dents, Titus noted, could intern or 
work with the school district. 

Additionally, Titus said the town’s 
marginalized populations tend to get 
pushed aside while wealthier families 
receive bigger tax breaks. 

“People will say it’s not a race thing 
[but] it absolutely is a race thing,” Ti-
tus said. “It absolutely is a money 
thing and it’s very frustrating to see 
that happening.” 

While Titus did not make his trans 
identity the focus of his campaign, he 
still recognized the difference trans 
visibility has made in the lives of oth-
ers. He said teenagers who have ex-
perienced suicidal ideation and de-
pression have emailed him saying 
that his win gave them hope. 

However, Titus is not the only elected 
trans person in the nation this year. 
Other successful candidates include 
Danica Roem in Virginia’s state legis-
lature; Andrea Jenkins and Phillipe 
Cunningham for Minneapolis City 
Council; Lisa Middleton for Palm 
Springs City Council; Stephe Koontz 
for Doraville City Council in Georgia; 
Raven Matherne for Stamford city 
representative in Connecticut; and 
Gerri Cannon for school board in 
Somersworth, N.H. 

“I want to go to dinner with all of 
them,” Titus said. “I want us all to sit 
down and have a drink together be-
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Family/Youth Program 

Upcoming TransCentralPA 

Family Meetings 

January 7, 2018 

February 4, 2018 

March 4, 2018 

These meetings are for families with 
transgender or gender creative youth 

to come and share resources and 
experience.  We provide an affirming 
environment for parents, aunts, un-
cles, children, and teens.  Families 

meet the first Sunday of each month 
from 3:00 until 5:00 pm. 

 

The Family & Youth Meeting is at a 
new location. Please email us at fam-
ily@TransCentralPA.org for location 
information. 

ARTS of PA 
is a nonprofit 
that is com-
mitted to 
supporting 

trans* indi-
viduals who 
are in need 
to financial 
assistance. 

ARTS of PA was created with the 
intention of providing assistance for 
those most in need of financial sup-
port. Please do not apply if you have 
the financial ability to pay for your 
transition. Financial support is offered 
for physical transition expenses. Link 
to site will be up next month! 

Congressman Mike Honda’s Transgender  

Granddaughter Makes Him Proud 
Kate Snow of NBC News 

When California 
Congressman Mike 
Honda tweeted a 
photo of himself on 
Twitter back in Feb-
ruary, grinning next 
to his beautiful 8-
year-old grand-
daughter Malisa, it 
went viral right away 
— and not just be-
cause it was cute.  

"As a proud grandpa 
of a transgender 
grandchild,” the eight
-term Democrat 
wrote. “I hope she can feel safe at 
school without fear of being bullied."  

With those words, Honda had chosen 
to make a private family matter very 
public.  

 “I think that there's a time when you 
have to determine when there's...a 
good teaching moment. And I think 
that was one of them,” Honda, a for-
mer teacher, told NBC News.  

His daughter, Michelle Honda-
Phillips, saw it as typical grandparent 
pride.  

"I think a lot of grandparents who are 
social-media savvy, or who are on 
Facebook or whatnot, talk about their 
grandchildren all the time. They post 
pictures about their grandchildren, 
their families. He did nothing differ-
ent,” she said.  

As far back as the ultrasound, Honda
-Phillips and her husband, Travis 
Phillips, thought their second child 
would be a boy. But by the time their 
child was three, she had chosen a 
new name for herself — Malisa.  

“She wanted the princess gowns and 
the princess heels and the tiaras and 
the wands. She had 'em all,” Michelle 
said.  

And it wasn’t just dress-up. Malisa 
says she felt different on the inside.  

“Like I was a girl, not a boy,” she ex-
plained. 

 On her eighth birthday last summer, 
Malisa’s parents asked everyone to 

start calling her that 
and using the pro-
nouns “she” and 
“her.” It was the start 
of a new life, known 
in the transgender 
community as a 
“transition."  

Although there are no 
exact numbers, Mali-
sa joined what ex-
perts say is a grow-
ing number of chil-
dren transitioning at a 
young age. The 
changes are cosmet-

ic: a new name, new pronouns, new 
clothing. There is no surgery or hor-
monal therapy involved at this age.  

On her eighth birthday last summer, 
Malisa’s parents asked everyone to 
start calling her that and using the 
pronouns “she” and “her.” It was the 
start of a new life, known in the 
transgender community as a 
“transition."  

Although there are no exact num-
bers, Malisa joined what experts say 
is a growing number of children tran-
sitioning at a young age. The chang-
es are cosmetic: a new name, new 
pronouns, new clothing. There is no 
surgery or hormonal therapy involved 
at this age.  

On her eighth birthday last summer, 
Malisa’s parents asked everyone to 
start calling her that and using the 
pronouns “she” and “her.” It was the 
start of a new life, known in the 
transgender community as a 
“transition."  

Although there are no exact num-
bers, Malisa joined what experts say 
is a growing number of children tran-
sitioning at a young age. The chang-
es are cosmetic: a new name, new 
pronouns, new clothing. There is no 
surgery or hormonal therapy involved 
at this age.  

 

Read More About Malisa’s Story 

Grandpa and Malisa 

mailto:family@TransCentralPA.org
mailto:family@TransCentralPA.org
https://www.nbcnews.com/nightly-news/video/malisa-s-story--growing-up-transgender-and-a-grandfather-s-pride-432490051892


Page 9 

 

Download the Pennsylvania LGBTQ Family Law Guide 

Katie W., Nicole M., Joanne C.,  and Jen L. represent 
TransCentralPA at the Fall Achievement Benefit. 

Nicole M. with FAB award-winner Mara Keisling 

https://act.myngp.com/Forms/4839063916795595520
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Palm Springs California 
Elects LGBT people 

by Trudy Ring, Advocate Reporter  

Lisa Middleton made history as the 
first openly trans candidate elected to 
a nonjudicial office in California 
(Victoria Kolakowski was elected an 
Alameda County Superior Court 
judge in 2010). She and Christy Hol-
stege, a bi woman, won the two open 
seats on the City Council in a field of 
six candidates in Tuesday’s election. 
Their election means that the desert 
city’s council is 100 percent LGBT or 
queer, according to Equality Califor-
nia, with representation from across 
the spectrum of those identities. 

Middleton received about 31 percent 
of the vote and Holstege 30 percent, 
The Desert Sun reports. Palm 
Springs elects council members on a 
citywide, nonpartisan basis. “It’s all 
because of all of you that we are here 
tonight, celebrating a victory, a histor-
ic victory for our city and for our 
state,” Middleton told supporters 
Tuesday night, according to the Sun. 

Holstege, the first millennial elected 
to the council, won in her first bid for 
office. “Now is when we can say we 
didn’t know what we were doing,” she 
joked, the Sun reports. “We figured it 
out just with hard work.” 

Middleton, retired from the California 
State Compensation Insurance Fund, 
is a member of the Palm Springs 
Planning Commission and chairwom-
an of the Organized Neighborhoods 
of Palm Springs, and a member of 
the boards of directors of the Desert 
Horticulture Society and the Desert 
LGBTQ Center. In 2014 she was the 
center’s interim executive director. 
On the planning commission she has 
advocated for downtown renewal, 
increased use of solar energy, and 
cooperation between developers and 
neighborhoods. She is married to… 

Read more about historic LGBT elections  

Ground will be broken next month on 
a pioneering youth residence, which 
will be named for one of the commu-
nity’s own pioneers. 

Project HOME recently unveiled the 
name of its new LGBT-friendly youth 
facility: Gloria Casarez Residence. 
The building is named for the late 
LGBT leader, who served as the first 
director of the city’s Office of LGBT 
Affairs, from 2008-14, and also previ-
ously helmed such agencies as 
GALAEI. Casarez died in October 
2014 from complications of cancer.  

A number of community tributes have 
sought to memorialize Casarez since 
her passing, including the renaming 
of the 200 block of South 12th Street 
as Gloria Casarez Way and a com-
munity-made memorial featuring her 
portrait on that same street. 

Kate Gormley, young-adult program 
manager at Project Home, said Cas-
arez’s legacy of advocacy work made 
her name a natural fit for the building. 

“Anyone who knew or worked with 
Gloria knew how passionately she 
worked for LGBTQ youth, and earlier 
in her career she also spent a great 
deal of time working for the rights of 
homeless individuals,” Gormley said. 
“She was really one of the inspira-
tions that the committee drew from 
for this project. It seemed perfect to 
name the building after her, as it 
brings together the two populations 
she worked tirelessly to advocate 
for.” 

Gloria Casarez Residence will be a 
four-story building offering 30 LGBT-
friendly apartments for those ages 18
-23 who are homeless, at risk for 
homelessness and/or aging out of 
foster care. It is the first residence of 

its kind in the state and among only a 
handful of LGBT-focused youth resi-
dences in the nation. 

The building will cover more than 
36,000 square feet and will offer out-
door and indoor gathering spaces, a 
kitchen, laundry facilities, exercise 
space and other amenities. Resi-
dents will also be able to access re-
sources like employment, education 
and health-care services.  

The project’s future was up in the air 
earlier this year, after North Philadel-
phia Health System, from which Pro-
ject HOME was purchasing the land 
for the building, declared bankruptcy. 
At a bankruptcy hearing last summer, 
NPHS selected Ironstone Real Es-
tates Partners’ $8-million bid; as part 
of that deal, Project HOME will pay 
$1.75 million to purchase two parcels 
— one for the Gloria Casarez Resi-
dences and another for a future 
LGBT-friendly residence for adults. 

The groundbreaking for Gloria Cas-
arez Residences is set for 10 a.m. 
Dec. 6. at 1315 N. Eighth St. 

“Gloria embodied so much of the 
work we’re trying to do with this pro-
gram,” Gormley noted. “We’re not 
only tipping our hat to her legacy but 
it’s also as an inspiration for those 
who will be moving into that build-
ing.”  

Youth Residences to be Named for Late Local Leader 

https://www.advocate.com/politics/2017/11/08/election-trans-bi-women-palm-springs-city-council-now-entirely-queer
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ature, our website and our affiliation 
with and support of community groups 
and activities such as Common Roads, 
the Community Center, Central Penn-
sylvania Pride, etc. Please continue to 
support our organization and efforts by 
joining or renewing your membership—
we are making a difference! 

Sheraton Discount We have negotiat-
ed the special rate of $119/night for 
TransCentralPA members and guests 
at the Sheraton Harrisburg-Hershey 
Hotel ($159/night during June, July and 
August). To take advantage, enter the 
SET code 529363 where it asks for a 
SET/Corporate Account code.   

Red Roof Inn Discount. We have ne-
gotiated a rate of $42.99/night for 
TranscentralPA members and guests. 
To take advantage of this special offer, 
call the hotel directly at (717) 939-1331 
and use the CP code ‘609306’.  

Questions or Announcements?  

E-mail us at info@transcentralPA.org  

Join Alder Health Services for our 2nd annual 
World AIDS Day event, Rubies & Roses, hosted 
at Appalachian Brewing Company. 
Put on your best red attire and join us for food, 
fun and entertainment. We will have a DJ, spoken 
word artists, silent auction items, giveaways, hors 
d'oeuvres, and more! 

This year we will be having a limited availability 
VIP hour from 6pm-7pm. It will include butler hors 
d'oeuvres, a drink ticket (craft beer, house wine, 
or soft drink), and a chance to win an exclusive 
VIP prize package. Enter Promo Code: AHS_VIP 

to purchase your VIP ticket. Registration for VIP hour will be available until No-
vember 10th or until full. 

Ticket Sales: 
Pre-register online $15 

Register at the door $20 
VIP $35 

 
This is a 21+ event. 

World AIDS Day is held on December 1st each year and is an opportunity for 
people worldwide to unite in the fight against HIV, show their support for people 
living with HIV and to commemorate people who have died. Globally there are 
an estimated 34 million people who have the virus. Despite the virus only being 
identified in 1984, more than 35 million people have died of HIV or AIDS, mak-
ing it one of the most destructive pandemics in history. 
Today, scientific advances have been made in HIV treatment, there are laws to 
protect people living with HIV and we understand so much more about the con-
dition. Despite this, each year people are diagnosed with HIV, people do not 
know the facts about how to protect themselves and others, and stigma and 
discrimination remain a reality for many people living with the condition. 

World AIDS Day is important because it reminds the public and Government 
that HIV has not gone away – there is still a vital need to raise money, increase 
awareness, fight prejudice and improve education.  

….’Couple’ from page XXXX 

with. ‘I think it would be lovely to eventu-
ally marry a woman and carry on with 
our lives as normal people being in love.’ 
Trans woman Claire Green from Virginia 
has struggled in love and believes that 
men lose interest when they find out she 
was born male. 

The 20-year-old, who is yet to have any 
surgery, said: ‘I’ve met a lot of douche-
bags and jerks and I really want to meet 
a gentleman. ‘Most guys I’ve met, I’ve 
met them one time literally and then after that nothing. I’ve never had an actual 
relationship and it’s kind of odd for me like how. What is the issue? ‘In a lot of 
ways I don’t like telling a guy because once I tell him it’s like all respect goes 
out the window. Straight guys just can’t get over you having the male parts.’ 
She said: ‘I would just like someone to spend time with, to cuddle and just do 
little things, the little things mean the most to me.’ Referring to Arin and Katie, 
she said: ‘What are the odds that two people who are transgender and strug-
gling with the same things kind of find each other and fall in love. ‘I think it’s 
very inspirational and I wish I could find something like that.’ 

11th Annual GSA  
Leadership Summit 

March 1-2, 2018  
at Dickinson College 

 
This Summit is an opportunity for stu-
dents and professionals to meet, net-
work and participate in workshops 
designed to help everyone better un-
derstand and advocate for 
LGBTQQIA youth in Central PA. 
Workshop Topics including but are 
not limited to: GSA 101, building in-
clusive clubs, being an ally, Day of 
Silence planning, transgender topics, 
non-binary gender and sexuality top-
ics, racial and ethnic intersections 
with gender and sexuality, and any 
more emphasizing various intersec-
tions with gender and sexuality.   

….’Membership Announcements’ from page 1 

http://www.sheraton.com/harrisburg
http://www.sheraton.com/harrisburg
http://transcentralpa.org/
mailto:info@TransCentralPA.org.

