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November—December 
Announcements 

The Harrisburg Meeting  

Our in-person meeting will be on No-
vember 13th and December 11th at 
8:00 pm at  MCC of the Spirit, our 
normal meeting location. Please 
email us with questions at  
info@transcentralpa.org.  No signup 
required. 

November 13th Dinner will be at 
the Macaroni Grill. 

Join us for a pre-meeting dinner. We 
meet at 5 pm and seat promptly at 
5:30 pm.  RSVPing is required, we 
must give the restaurant an accurate 
headcount.  Please RSVP at  
info@transcentralpa.org.   

December 11th Dinner will be at 
Kajimachi Japanese Steakhouse 

Join us for a pre-meeting dinner.  We 
meet at 5 pm and seat promptly at 
5:30 pm.  RSVPing is required, we 
must give the restaurant an accurate 
headcount.  Please RSVP at  
info@transcentralpa.org.   

Family Virtual Support Group 
Meeting on Monday, November 
15th and December 20th 

The virtual meeting starts at 7:00 pm. 
This group brings together parents 
and other adult family members seek-
ing to better understand and support 
their children of all ages dealing with 
issues of gender identity. The group 
operates under a policy of confidenti-
ality in order to create a safe atmos-
phere for open discussion. Please 
come and join us for informal sharing 
and mutual support! The group meets 
online via Zoom on the third Monday 
of the month. For more information, 
please email us 
at family@TransCentralPA.org.  

York Virtual Support Group Meet-
ing on  November 27th 

oin the Rainbow Rose Center and 
TransCentralPA as we hold the York 
Transgender Support Group Online.  
Join us from 8:30-10:00 pm on Zoom.  
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Zoom is a free, online video confer-
encing program that is easy to use. If 
you would like to take part in this vir-
tual meeting, please send us an 
email and we can provide additional 
information on how to join the meet-
ing. 

2022 Keystone Conference 

The 2022 Keystone Conference will 
be held March 23rd - 27th at the 

Sheraton Harrisburg-Hershey Hotel in 
Harrisburg, PA. Attendees will find 
four full days of varied and meaningful 
workshops, seminars and activities 
and four nights of social functions--the 
finale being Saturday night's Keystone 
Gala in the Sheraton's resplendent 
Commonwealth Ballroom.  

We continue to broaden the range of 

US Assistant Secretary of Health Dr. Rachel Levine has been sworn in as a 

four-star admiral with the in the US Public Health Service Corps. See page 4. 

See ’Announcements’ on page  2... 
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The Lake Erie Gala will be held 

November 17-21 at Courtyard by 

Marriott Erie Bayfront and Shera-

ton Erie Bayfront Hotel in beautiful 

Erie, Pennsylvania.  

Now in its 22nd year, the Lake 

Erie Gala attracts crossdressers, 

transgender persons and their 

loved ones from across North 

America and beyond our borders. 

LakeErieGala.com 

The staff of the Keystone Conference 
is excited to announce that Cassan-
dra Storm of Cassandra Storm Pho-
tography and My Feminine Heart is 
joining Joanne Carroll and Kristy 
Snow as the newest Co-Chair of the 
Keystone Conference. If you've ever 
attended Keystone or several of the 
other conference out there, you've 
probably heard of Cassandra. As a 
long-time friend and transgender ad-
vocate, Cassandra signed on as the 
2012 Keystone Conference Photog-
rapher and has photographed and 
offered workshops at countless 
transgender conferences and events 
along the Eastern seaboard from 
Boston to Florida and everywhere in 
between. 

After years of witnessing the magic 
that attending transgender confer-
ences, like Keystone, has made in 
the lives of the attendees, she was 
inspired to create a similar experi-
ence online. In January of 2020, she 
launched My Feminine Heart, an 
online community for trans and cis 
gender women--anyone with a femi-
nine spirit--offering inspirational sto-
ries and resources on beauty, health, 
wellness, finance, personal safety 
and more. 

She brings a wealth of experience, 
support and incredible energy to our 
beloved conference and we are excit-
ed to see her implement some of her 
fun and creative ideas for our 2022 
attendees. 

From Cassandra, "I am so grateful to 
have an opportunity to give back to 
Keystone. Being a part of the Key-
stone Conference since 2012 has 
changed my life in more ways that I 
can ever express. I have watched 
incredible transformations in the con-
fidence and lives of the attendees, 
discovered a deeper level of purpose 

Cassandra Storm 

in my life and career and have been 
blessed with lifelong friendships along 
the way.  

For once, the regular attendees will 
see me running around the conference 
working behind the scenes instead of 
always having a camera in my hand. I 
promise I will still be available for pic-
tures at least for the Gala Saturday 
night but throughout the week I know 
they will love to be photographed by 
the talented and kind Randi Wallace. 
Randi, is the reason I am at Keystone 
as she invited me years ago after first 
crossing paths at the Harrisburg Pride 
Festival. Thank you Randi for bringing 
Keystone into my life and helping me 
stretch into the role as Co-Chair. Thank 
you to Kristy and Joanne for welcoming 
me into your tribe and thank you to all 
the attendees for sharing this amazing 
experience in my life over the years - I 
am excited to see you all again in 
2022. Love to you all!" 

topics and expand the schedule to 
provide more opportunity to attend 
the events, seminars and workshops 
you want to see and hear.  

We will announce the opening of res-
ervations via email so please tell 
your friends to join our mailing list.  

2022 Keystone Conference   

TCPA Annual Membership Dues 

Dues are $20.  Dues are used to pay 
for meeting space, program litera-
ture, our website and our affiliation 
with and support of community 
groups  

Send Us Your Input!   

Got a Question or Announcements? 
Maybe you’ve seen a great article or 
have an event to share?  Photo’s are 
always appreciated and if you would 
like them published in the next TCPA 
Newsletter. E-mail us at in-
fo@transcentralPA.org. 

Casandra Storm joins Keystone as Conference Co-Chair ...Announcements from page 1 
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Improving the Health of All 

The US special diplomatic envoy for 
LGBTQ rights, Jessica Stern, called 
the move historic and celebratory, 
saying it brings the government docu-
ments in line with the “lived reality” 
that there is a wider spectrum of hu-
man sex characteristics than is re-
flected in the previous two designa-
tions. 

“When a person obtains identity doc-
uments that reflect their true identity, 
they live with greater dignity and re-
spect,” Ms Stern said. 

The department did not announce to 
whom the passport was issued. 

A department official declined to say 
whether it was for Dana Zzyym — an 
intersex Colorado resident who has 
been in a legal battle with the depart-
ment since 2015 — saying the de-
partment does not usually discuss 
individual passport applications be-
cause of privacy concerns. 

Zzyym was denied a passport for 
failing to check male or female on an 
application. Court documents show 
that Zzyym wrote “intersex” above 
the boxes marked “M” and “F” and 
requested an “X” gender marker in-
stead in a separate letter. 

Born with ambiguous physical sexual 
characteristics but raised as a boy, 
Zzyym underwent several surgeries 
that failed to make Zzyym appear 
fully male, court filings said. Zzyym 
served in the Navy as a man but later 
came to identify as intersex while 
working and studying at Colorado 
State University. 

The department’s denial of Zzyym’s 
passport prevented Zzyym from be-
ing able to travel to a meeting of Or-
ganisation Intersex International in 
Mexico. 

The State Department announced in 
June that it was moving towards add-
ing a third gender marker for nonbi-
nary, intersex and gender-
nonconforming people but said it 

would take time because it required 
extensive updates to its computer 
systems. 

“We look forward to offering this op-
tion to all routine passport applicants 
once we complete the required sys-
tem and form updates in early 2022,” 
US State Department spokesman 
Ned Price said in a statement. 

A department official said the pass-
port application and system update 
with the “X” designation option still 
needs to go through the Office of 
Management and Budget, which ap-
proves all government forms, before 
they can be issued. 

The State Department now allows 
applicants to self-select their gender 
as male or female, no longer requiring 
them to provide medical certification if 
their gender does not match that 
listed on other identification docu-
ments. 

The US joins a handful of countries, 

including Australia, New Zealand, 
Nepal and Canada, in allowing its 
citizens to designate a gender other 
than male or female on their pass-
ports. 

Ms Stern said her office planned to 
speak about the US experience with 
this issue around the world in hopes 
that it might help inspire other gov-
ernments to offer the option. 

“We see this as a way of affirming 
and uplifting the human rights of 
trans and intersex and gender-
nonconforming and nonbinary people 
everywhere,” she said. 

US issues 1st Passport with 'X' Gender Marker 
Colleen Slevin, AP News 

http://www.alderhealth.org
https://apnews.com/article/us-passports-x-gender-designation-2c29e18fc6566d549b9a06fda0857602
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Rachel Levine Becomes Four-Star Admiral: ‘It Comes from My Desire to Serve’  

Chris Johnson, Washington Blade 

The Biden administration has sworn 
in the nation’s first openly 
transgender four-star officer in one of 
America’s eight uniformed services. 

Rachel Levine, already US assistant 
secretary for public health, became 
an admiral in the US Public Health 
Service Corps, a 6,000-person ser-
vice that sends government medical 
officials to respond to health crises 
like Covid or natural disasters. For 
Rachel Levine, the appointment to 
her new role as a four-star admiral 
complementing her existing duties as 
assistant secretary for health is an-
other way for the first openly 
transgender Senate-confirmed presi-
dential appointee to serve. 

“I think that this just really comes 
from my desire to serve in all capaci-
ties,” Levine said in an interview 
Tuesday with the Washington Blade. 
“To serve the first day in my field of 
academic medicine and pediatrics, 
but then in Pennsylvania and now in 
the federal government, and it fur-
thers my ability to do that.” 

Levine, 63, also recognized the im-
portance of the appointment as a 
transgender person within the U.S. 
Public Health Service, for which she 
was ceremonially sworn in on Tues-
day 

“I think for the LGBTQ+ community, it 
is a further sign of progress and our 
president’s commitment to equity, to 
inclusion and diversity,” Levine said. 
“So I think that it is a very important 
milestone, and I’m pleased to serve.” 

As part of her duties, Levine will lead 
an estimated 6,000 public health ser-
vice officers serving vulnerable popu-
lations, including deployments inside 
and outside the country for communi-
ties beleaguered with the corona-
virus, according to the Department of 
Health & Human Services. The role 
involves working closely with U.S. 
Surgeon General Vivek Murphy, 
whom Levine called her “friend and 
colleague.” 

The U.S. Public Health Service, Lev-
ine said, has deployed “many, many 
times,” including its greatest number 
ever of deployments to vulnerable 
populations during the coronavirus 
pandemic. Among the places the ser-
vice has deployed, Levine said, was See Admiral on page  6…. 

Admiral Levine 

boost health access and equity and 
to strengthen behavioral health — is 
a cherished and critical partner in our 
work to build a healthier America.” 

Levine, however, was careful to draw 
a distinction between her appoint-
ment within the Public Health Service 
and being a service member within 
the U.S. armed forces. 

“It is not a military branch, it’s not the 
armed forces: It’s a uniformed force, 
so it’s different,” Levine said. “For 
example, the Army, the Navy, our 
military, there are two other uni-
formed branches, and that is ours, 
the United States Public Health Ser-
vice Commissioned Corps and NO-
AA.” 

The new role, Levine said, would 
complement her duties as assistant 
secretary for health. Although not 
only secretaries of health have been 
commissioned to take the uniform, 
Levine said she wanted to undertake 
that as part of her role in the Biden 
administration. 

The two appointments were not sim-
ultaneous, Levine said, because of a 
general process she undertook, 
which was completed just this week. 

It hasn’t been an easy road for Lev-
ine. During her Senate confirmation 
process, when she was hounded by 
anti-transgender attacks in conserva-
tive media and rude, invasive ques-
tioning by Sen. Rand Paul (R-Ky.) on 
her gender identity. 

Levine, however, said she hasn’t en-
countered any Levine, however, said 
she hasn’t encountered any hostility 
regarding her new role (as of now) 
and hostility regarding her new role 
(as of now) and hostility regarding 
her new role (as of now) and 
shrugged off any potential attacks in 
the future and said the move is about 
her career “to serve and to help peo-
ple.” 

“I’ve continued that for our nation as 
the assistant secretary for health and 
this is just a further demonstration of 
my commitment to service,” Levine 
said. “I don’t know what others will 
say, but that’s the genesis of my 
wanting to serve in the United States 

in her home state of Pennsylvania, 
where she recently served as secre-
tary of health. 

Not only is Levine the first openly 
transgender person to serve in the uni-
formed health service as a four-star 
general, but she’s also the first woman 
to serve in that capacity. 

“We have 6,000 dedicated committed 
public servants really all focused on 
our nation’s health, and they serve in 
details to the CDC and the FDA and 
the NIH, but also clinically with the In-
dian Health Service, and the federal 
prison system,” Levine said. “They’re 
also detailed and deployed throughout 
the country, and they deployed like 
never before for COVID-19 as well as 
the border, as well as dealing with 
floods and hurricanes and tornadoes.” 

Although the Public Health Service is 
primarily focused on addressing public 
health disasters within the United 
States, Levine said it has a record of  
deployments overseas, including years 
ago when it was deployed to Africa 
under the threat of Ebola. 

Secretary of Health & Human Services 
Xavier Becerra had high praise for 
Levine in a statement upon news of 
taking on a leadership position in the 
service. 

“This is a proud moment for us at 
HHS,” Becerra said. “Adm. Levine — a 
highly accomplished pediatrician who 
helps drive our agency’s agenda to 

https://www.washingtonblade.com/2021/10/19/rachel-levine-on-becoming-four-star-admiral-it-comes-from-my-desire-to-serve/
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Trans Security Guard Jo Acker Dies a Hero in Boise Mall Shooting 
Trudy Ring, Advocate 

Jo Acker, 26, a transgender woman 

working as a security guard was 

killed when a gunman opened fire at 

the Boise Towne Square Mall in Ida-

ho Monday, and her family members 

say she took actions that undoubted-

ly saved many lives there. 

Acker confronted the shooter on the 

first floor of the mall near a depart-

ment store, according to a police re-

port. The gunman, now identified as 

Jacob Bergquist, 27, shot Acker, and 

she died at the scene. Another per-

son at the mall, Roberto Padilla Ar-

guelles, 49, was killed, and at least 

four people were injured. Bergquist 

was taken into custody Monday and 

died the next day; police said there 

had been an “exchange of gunfire” 

with him. 

Acker’s partner and siblings say she 

died a hero; she ran toward 

Bergquist, hoping to stop him. “She 

was confronting the suspect. She 

was helping people be safe and get 

out of the way and they shot at her,” 

Ray Dawn, Acker’s partner of nearly 

three years, told the Idaho States-

man. “I was told she was helping 

people and saving them. ... I know 

she would have wanted to make eve-

ryone else safe. She would have 

been the first one to go down to con-

front somebody.” 

“Confronting someone whom she 

viewed to be a threat to others or a 

bully was entirely within her character 

even prior to enlisting,” Tiffany Luna, 

Acker’s oldest sister, told Colorado 

Springs TV station KKTV. Acker, who 

had lived for a time in in Colorado 

Springs, served in the U.S. Army as a 

forward artillery observer and a para-

trooper. “We have had people mes-

saging us to tell us how she helped 

them, how she saved them, and we 

are so thankful for the love and sup-

port we are receiving,” Luna added. 

Another sister, Shawna Lee Lanni-

gan, wrote on Facebook, “I can’t 

Jo Acker 

trouble. That was always something I 

admired about Jo.” 

Acker had a 3-year-old daughter, 

Everay. The family has set up a Go-

FundMe campaign to raise money for 

Everay’s support. (Editor's note: The 

GoFundMe misgenders Acker.) 

Mall employees and police were fa-

miliar with Bergquist, who had 

caused trouble at the shopping cen-

ter previously. Also, in April he 

showed up at the Idaho capitol carry-

ing a semiautomatic pistol and a vid-

eo camera; he identified himself as a 

felon and said he wanted to interview 

Gov. Brad Little about whether felons 

should be permitted to possess fire-

arms, according to Boise State Public 

Radio. Police concluded he could 

legally own guns, although it’s not yet 

clear if he went through legal chan-

nels to obtain whatever weapon or 

weapons he used Monday. 

Tori Cooper, director of community 

engagement for the Human Rights 

Campaign’s Transgender Justice Ini-

tiative, commented both on the epi-

demic of violence against trans peo-

ple — Acker is the 42nd to die by 

violent means in the U.S. this year — 

and the many tragedies associated 

with guns. 

“Losing yet another sister in the 

transgender community to such vio-

lent means is disheartening, and yet 

infuriating,” Cooper said in a press 

release. “The senseless violence 

against our community is alarming, 

but what is also alarming is the lack 

of comprehensive gun control legisla-

tion that puts all communities in im-

mediate danger. If we are to draw 

attention to the frightening rate of anti

-trans fatal violence, we also need to 

draw attention to the dire need for 

gun control laws in this country that 

will ultimately not only keep our 

transgender community safer, but all 

communities safer.” 

even put into words how completely 

devastated and shattered I am. Jo you 

were always kind and loving … you 

always had such an enormous heart of 

gold. I always felt like your keeper I 

always wanted to protect you and you 

always wanted to protect others. You 

were and are and always will be a he-

ro. I love you to the ends of this earth 

and beyond. You are and always will 

be a hero! I will miss you until we meet 

again!” 

In the Statesman interview, Dawn not-

ed that Acker “hated bullies more than 

anything else” and added, “She would 

see anybody in trouble, no matter how 

uncomfortable or awkward it would be, 

she would stop whatever she was do-

ing to make sure that the other person 

is safe.” 

Not that she was entirely serious. 

Dawn said Acker was “one of the 

strangest, quirkiest individuals I’ve ev-

er known” and was a “proud nerd” who 

loved video games such as World of 

Warcraft. Kevin Goncalves, who 

served in the Army with Acker in Italy 

and Latvia, also mentioned her enthu-

siasm for video games as well as her 

willingness to help others, such as new 

recruits. He wasn’t surprised she was 

a hero, he told the Statesman. 

She “always stuck up for people 

[when] others were being disrespect-

ed,” Goncalves said. “Always stood up 

for the right thing, even if it brought 

https://www.advocate.com/crime/2021/10/28/trans-security-guard-jo-acker-dies-hero-boise-mall-shooting
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…’Admiral from page 4 Trans MMA Fighter Claps Back  
Against Hate After Winning Debut 

Trudy Ring, Advocate  

Transgender mixed martial arts fight-
er Alana McLaughlin has been get-
ting some hate on social media after 
winning her debut match last week, 
but she’s clapped back in awesome 
fashion. 

McLaughlin, the first trans woman to 
compete in MMA in the U.S. since 
Fallon Fox retired in 2014 and only 
the second ever, bested Celine Prov-
ost in Miami Friday night in the Com-
bate Global preliminaries. She had 
passed all the tests required by the 
Florida State Boxing Commission in 
order to compete, including a test of 
her hormone levels, ESPN reports. 
Fighting under the name Lady Feral, 
she wore a T-shirt with the words 

Alana McLaughlin, who competed in a T-shirt with the words  

“End Trans Genocide,” says the transphobes are only making her stronger  

Public Health Service Commissioned 
Corps, and to place on the uniform.” 

Levine’s new appointment comes 
shortly after a group of Democratic 
senators led by Sen. Chris Murphy (D-
Conn.) sent her a letter dated Sept. 30 
calling on her and Miriam Delphin-
Rittmon, assistant secretary for mental 
health and substance use, to issue new 
guidance for hospital or residential care 
on mental health needs of transgender 
people. 

Asked about the letter, Levine said 
mental health issues are under the au-
thority of Delphin-Rittmon and the two 
“will work together and we will re-
spond.” 

Specifically, the senators in the letter 
call on the Behavioral Health Coordi-
nating Council, or BHCC, and experts 
in the field of adolescent trans care to 
offer guidance on best practices for 
inpatient mental health care among 
these youth. 

Asked what the response will look like, 
Levine said, “We’re going to work on 
that.” 

“We will be looking at what they’re ask-
ing for and the requirements, and we’ll 
talk with them and the stakeholders 
and we’ll look to issue appropriate 
guidance,” Levine said. 

 

   

   

 

“End Trans Genocide.” 

Even though McLaughlin was OK’d 
by the commission, however, some 
are claiming she had an unfair ad-
vantage in the fight. Fox was in the 
audience for McLaughlin’s fight. “That 
was a pretty amazing thing to see,” 
Fox told Outsports. “I was sitting 
there watching history.” 

McLaughlin has called Fox an inspi-
ration. “Right now I’m following in 
Fallon’s footsteps. I’m just another 
step along the way, and it’s my great 
hope that there are more to follow 
behind me,” McLaughlin said recently 
on the podcast The Trans Sporter 
Room. 

https://www.advocate.com/transgender/2021/9/16/trans-mma-fighter-claps-back-against-hate-after-winning-debut

