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GROUP 
September’s Dinner will be at Bricco, one of our favorite 
restaurants, (www.briccopa.com) for our pre-meeting din-
ner on Saturday, Sep 11 at 5:30 pm.  We’ll sit down 
promptly at 6:00 pm.  Menu items are priced between $9 
and $26 with most entrees around the $19-22 range.  
Please RSVP if you plan to attend at 
info@transcentralpa.org.  

September Meeting is Saturday, Sep 11 at 8:30 pm.  
Doors will open at approximately 8:00 pm for those need-
ing to change. 

After Hours is at Stock’s on 2nd Stock's offers the op-
portunity to mingle and socialize in a friendly atmosphere 
as well as an opportunity to dance to some great mu-
sic.  So for great conversation, friendship and more, 
please join us at Stock’s on 2nd. There is no cover 
charge!  (www.stocksonsecond.com).   

Gender Marker Change!  Just in case you missed the 
emails, the website, the picture and subsequent article to 
the right, Pennsylvania has changed their policy regard-
ing Gender Markers on state issued ID.  Help us pass the 
word along! 

Red Roof Inn Discount.  We have negotiated a rate of 
$42.99/night for 2010 for both TransCentralPA members 
and guests.  To take advantage of this special offer, call 
the hotel directly at (717) 939-1331 and use the rate code 
“TCPA”.  They also are offering a special price for their 
Business King suites, too.  Ask for details. 

September Birthdays!  Please say Happy Birthday to 
Angelique Be. and Jennifer Ho.  HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 

2010 Membership are now $20 for the rest of the year.  
Normally $40 for a full year, the rates are reduced $10 
each quarter.  Dues are used to pay for meeting space, 
program literature, our website and our affiliation with and 
support of community groups and activities such as Com-
mon Roads, the Community Center, Central Pennsyl-
vania Pride, etc.  Please continue to support our organi-
zation and efforts by joining or renewing your member-
ship—as you can tell by our recent announcement con-
cerning the Gender Marker, we are making a difference! 

LOCAL 
Trans-friendly certified Massage Therapist with 16+ 

See ‘Gender Marker’ on page 6... 

  For Immediate Release  
Today was a hugely successful day for the rights and qual-
ity of life of Transgender Pennsylvanians.  After months of 
positive, thoughtful meetings and cooperative effort with the 
Pennsylvania Department of Transportation (PennDOT), 
Equality PA and TransCentralPA are delighted to announce 
that today marked the implementation of PennDOT’s   Gen-
der Change on Driver’s License and ID Card policy, found 
at: 
http://www.dmv.state.pa.us/pdotforms/dl_forms/DL-32.pdf  

"I want to applaud the Department of Transportation for the 
careful and intelligent way they have handled this discus-
sion," remarked Equality Pennsylvania Executive Director, 
Ted Martin.  "From the very beginning, they recognized 
what the American Psychological Association, over 25 
other states and the U. S. Department of State has been 
realizing all along; that this just makes sense and is the 
right thing to do. This simple and cost-free change in policy 
will make lives better and that's really the most important 
point in all this." 

See ‘Announcements’ on page 3... 

The  First! 
Danni F., veteran, small business owner, parent and minor-
ity youth advocate is the very first person in the state to 
receive her Pennsylvania driver license with her correct 
gender marker under the new policy.  Congratulations! 

http://www.briccopa.com/�
mailto:info@transcentralpa.org?subject=March%20Dinner�
http://www.stocksonsecond.com/�
http://www.dmv.state.pa.us/pdotforms/dl_forms/DL-32.pdf�


 

 

Relationships are the foundation of suc-
cess.  PennDOT’s new policy on chang-
ing one’s gender on state issued 
driver’s licenses and photo identification 
cards was the result of many efforts, but 
the interaction of individuals working 
together to push this agenda through 
was critical.  Ted Martin, Executive Di-
rector of Equality Pennsylvania and a 
long time supporter of the transgender 
community, came to me in mid June to 
ask for help in convincing the Pennsyl-
vania Department of Transportation to 
revise its outdated and hurtful policy 
regarding the changing of gender desig-
nation. At the time that process was 
rather ambiguous- as if it were an issue 
better left hidden away- but, in effect, it 
required a Pennsylvania resident to 
prove that he or she had undergone 
irreversible surgery to alter their physi-
cal genitalia in order to qualify. The ab-
surdity of that protocol is made even 
clearer given a recent poll of trans-
gender people that revealed that only 
about 20% of those living and working 
full time in the gender of their choice 
had or intended to have GRS. Our 
neighboring states of New Jersey and 
Washington, DC recently changed their 
policies on changing gender markers, 
and we felt the time was right for us to 
make a big push here in Pennsylvania 
to do the same. 

Through his many years working in 
state government here in Harrisburg 
Ted has formed relationships and per-
sonal connections that gave him access 
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From the 
President 

Jeanine Ruhsam 

Come join us for worship and friendship! 
Metropolitan Community Church of the Spirit 
2973 Jefferson Street, Harrisburg, PA 17110 

www.MCCoftheSpirit.org  

to the PennDOT officials we needed to 
approach. In turn, over the years I have 
developed relationships with key advo-
cates for transgender rights, in particular 
Mara Kiesling, Executive Director of the 
National Center for Transgender Equality 
and Lisa Mottet, Esq., attorney for the 
Gay & Lesbian Task force whose spe-
cialty is transgender rights.  So, Ted & I 
got to work with them assembling the 
information and procedures necessary to 
help PennDOT officials understand that 
the new policy we were asking for was 
timely, fair and that it just made sense. 
They did, as we found when we met with 
them in PennDOT’s Harrisburg head-
quarters.  We had forwarded them a 
package of information in advance of our 
meeting so that they would be educated 
and prepared, which they certainly were. 
They were on board from the beginning, 
and stated that as soon as we could to-
gether help draft a simple and concise 
form, they would implement it. 

As we neared completion of the effort 
they summed it up by stating “This is 
good for Pennsylvanians; we want to 
make everyone’s lives better”. 

So they did. TransCentralPA member 
Danni F., called me this past Wednesday 
afternoon, the same day the policy was 
put in effect,  her voice full of emotion to 
tell me that she’d just received her 
driver’s license “with an ‘F’ on it”. “I’ve 
waited my whole life for this. I can’t tell 
you how much this means to me”, she 
said.” She proudly added that she was 
the very first person in the entire state to 
go through the procedure. 

Warm wishes, 

Jeanine 

Calendar of Events 
Bold items are TransCentralPA sponsored 

Sep 
3 

Gender Spectrum Family Confer-
ence 
Berkley, CA 

Sep 
3 

Common Roads—LGBTQA Youth 
Harrisburg, PA  

Sep 
6 

Southern Comfort Conference 
Atlanta, GA 

Sep 
10 

Common Roads—LGBTQA Youth 
Harrisburg, PA  

Sep 
11 

TCPA Dinner @ Bricco 
TCPA Meeting 
After Hours @ Stock’s 

Sep 
11 

TGEA Meeting 
Washington DC 

Sep 
16 

The Curve—LGBTQA Youth 
York, PA 

Sep 
17 

Common Roads—LGBTQA Youth 
Harrisburg, PA  

Sep 
24 

Common Roads—LGBTQA Youth 
Harrisburg, PA  

Sep 
25 

Emily’s Lady Night Out (ELNO) 
 

Sep 
25 

Angela Gardner’s Fall Ball 
is cancelled 

Sep 
25 

Silent Witness Training 
Emannuel MCC in York, PA 

Sep 
25 

Tranquility Support 
Baltimore, MD 

Sep 
30 

The Curve—LGBTQA Youth 
York, PA 

Oct 
9 

TCPA Dinner 
TCPA Meeting 
After Hours @ Stock’s 

Oct 
16 

Fall Achievement Benefit 
Hershey, PA 

Oct 
17 

Fantasia Fair 
Provincetown, MA 

Visit www.TransCentralPA.org for 
details & more event info! 

Oct 
16 

Le Femme Fashion Show 
Edison, NJ 

http://www.mccofthespirit.org�
http://www.transcentralpa.org/�


 

 

 

years experience in Swedish, Shiatsu 
and Reflexology modalities will travel 
to your home or visit hers! Highly dis-
creet and understanding! Harrisburg 
area--Donna Opuszynski CMT AAS 
BA   (610) 909-0097. 

Silent Witness Training will be held 
on Sep 25 at 10 am at Emmanuel 
MCC, 1059 Kelly Drive, York, PA.  
Silent Witness trains their volunteers 
in non-violent, non-confrontational tac-
tics for dealing with protesters, follow-
ing principles from Gandhi and M.L. 
King, Jr. The training also includes 
important tactical information about 
the event venues, information about 
some of the specific protesters we are 
likely to encounter, and how Wit-
nesses are deployed. This training is 
required for all who wish to participate 
as Peacekeepers. Training sessions 
last about 2 hours.  For more informa-
t i o n  v i s i t  t h e i r  w e b s i t e  a t 
www.silentwitnesspa.org . 
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TransMen Announcements 

Free Admission  

to TransCentralPA Members on the  
second Saturday of the month.   

Let's get together for a social event 
soon!  If you are interested in doing 
something like mini-golf on City Island, a 
hike somewhere, or a trip to Hawk 
Mountain, etc. please e-mail me ASAP 
at dgrubel@comcast.net  

-Dante 

Announcements (continued) 

The owner and operator of a new barber shop in 
Steelton would very much like to offer his services 
to the TG community.  He knows how hard it is in 
the early stages of transition for most FTM's to go 
into a barber shop for a cut so I offer a nice, safe 
environment for guys to come in and feel at ease. 
I can do appointments or walk-ins and also offer 
old fashioned straight razor shaves! 

112 North Front Street 
Steelton, PA 17113 

717-979-8695 

OTHER 
The Fall Ball has been cancelled.  
Please contact Angela Gardner via her 
webiste at www.tgatl2.tv for reim-
bursement.  

Fantasia Fair has announced that 
there will be a number of scholarships 
available for the 36th annual Fantasia 
Fair conference, which will take place 
in historic Provincetown, Massachu-
setts from October 17 through October 
24, 2010.  Visit their website at 
www.fantasiafair.org for details. 

The Lake Erie Gala is a week long 
Transgender event from November 
17th through 21st 2010.  Please visit 
their website at www.eriesisters.org for 
more info. 

Beauty at the Beach is Nov 3 through 
the 7 at Rehoboth Beach, DE at the 
Breaker’s Hotel and Suites.  Visit their 
website at www.cdspub.com/batb.html 
for more information.   

http://www.silentwitnesspa.org/�
http://www.tgatl2.tv/�
http://www.fantasiafair.org/�
http://www.eriesisters.org/�
http://www.cdspub.com/batb.html�
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[News/Television] [UK] Simon Cowell slammed over 'tranny' comments 

[News] [Turkey] A look inside Istanbul's transsexual brothels 

[News] [TN, USA] Ex-Cop Pleads Guilty to Trans Beating 

[News/Books/Events] [CA, USA] Gender Outlaws: The Next Generation 

[Blog/Commentary] [USA] Becoming a Gender Specialist: Issues in Assisting Transgender Individuals in Their Transitions 

[Blog/Commentary] [UK] Toilets, the Transgendered, and the Law 

[News/Film] [Cuba] In the Wrong Society 

[Letters to the Editor] [IN, USA] Treatment of others 

[News] [Israel] Lecturer to return as woman after summer break 

[News] [China] Male sex chromosome found in Guangdong girl's body 

[News/Books] [Canada] Birth of an intersex child spurs exploration of  the human heart 

Trans-Headliners 
Below are several news stories, blogs, opinions and resources for your reading pleasure.  Opinions & views in these 
links cannot be assumed to be of TransCentralPA, nor the Officers or Members of TransCentralPA.  Our goal is to simply 
provide you with information & thought-provoking viewpoints. If you would like to submit a story, please email us at 
info@TransCentral.org 

See ‘Trans-Headliners, part II’ on page 5... 

http://entertainment.stv.tv/tv/194672-simon-cowell-slammed-over-tranny-comments/�
http://www.globalpost.com/dispatch/turkey/100829/istanbul-transgender-rights-brothels�
http://www.advocate.com/News/Daily_News/2010/08/29/Ex_Cop_Pleads_Guilty_to_Trans_Beating/�
http://www.sfstation.com/gender-outlaws-the-next-generation-e998941�
http://musicboys.wordpress.com/2010/08/29/becoming-a-gender-specialist-issues-in-assisting-transgender-individuals-in-their-transitions/�
http://jackofkent.blogspot.com/2010/08/toilets-and-transgendered.html�
http://www.havanatimes.org/?p=28218�
http://www.thestarpress.com/article/20100829/OPINION03/8290326�
http://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L-3944638,00.html�
http://english.peopledaily.com.cn/90001/90782/7120505.html�
http://www.vancouversun.com/news/Birth+intersex+child+spurs+exploration+human+heart/3454651/story.html�
http://www.thanhniennews.com/2010/Pages/20100827224545.aspx�
mailto:info@transcentralpa.org�
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[News] [Vietnam] Rape of transsexual woman stirs legal debate 

[News] [UK] Trans woman's employment tribunal to begin next month 

[News] [NJ, USA] Court Denies Rapist’s Request to Become a Woman 

[News] [MO, USA] Cross dresser robs First Bank on Telegraph  

[News/Science] [USA] Sexual Risk Taking Among Transgender Male-to-Female Youths With Different Partner Types 

[Blog/Commentary] [USA] The Gender-Neutral Pronoun: 150 Years Later,  Still an Epic Fail  

[Blog/Commentary] [USA] Detransition all Texas TGs? It’s up to a Wharton Judge  

[News] [UK] U.K. transsexual sues former employer  

[News] [UK] Revealed: One in 25 solicitors in Scotland is transsexual, says Law Society  

[News] [PA, USA] News Briefing (Trans case to continue)  

[News] [PA, USA] Hearing continued in Moore Street fatal stabbing case  

[News] [IN, USA] Hospital that Denied Care to Trans Woman Changes Policy  

[News] [FL, USA] Transgender candidate gets 22% of vote in Congressional primary 

[PR/Books] [USA] Professor's Book Is First to Explore Two-Spirit Literature in Northwest Native Groups  

[Blog/Commentary] [USA] WaPo Endorses MD Delegate Candidate Dr. Dana Beyer  

[News] [Vietnam] Vietnam officials refuse to prosecute rape of transsexual   

[People/Commentary] [UK] 'No wonder many transsexual people end up in sex work’  

[Blog/News] [Canada] Transgender Athlete Defends Caster Semenya From New Gender Criticism  

[PR/News] [CA, USA] California Assembly Calls for Addition of Sexual Orientation, Gender Identity in 2020 Census  

[News] [USA] Catholic & Transexual: One Woman’s Confession  

[Commentary] [USA] Is that my son wearing a dress?  

[Commentary] [UK] Since when was a Ladyshave razor tax deductible?   

[News] [Egypt] EIPR takes case of a man who underwent sex change surgery to African Court  

[News] [China] Transgender chicken  

[PR/News] [UK] 6% Think Transgender Operations Should Be ‘illegal’  

Transgender law changes: progress report  

[News/Books/Science] [USA] Peeling Away Theories on Gender and the Brain  

[News] [India] Transgenders participate in Siliguri fashion show  

[Blog/News] [Russia] Transwoman Humiliated, Raped In Moscow   

[News/People] [Kenya] Free to live as a woman, at last  

Implementation of the President’s Memorandum Regarding Extension of Benefits to Same-Sex Domestic Partners of Federal 
Employees  

[News] [China] Lady-like  

News] [Australia] Trans help at hand 

Trans-Headliners,  part II 

http://www.thanhniennews.com/2010/Pages/20100827224545.aspx�
http://www.pinknews.co.uk/2010/08/27/trans-womans-employment-tribunal-to-begin-next-month/�
http://www.capemaycountyherald.com/article/courts/ocean+city/65713-court+denies+rapist%E2%80%99s+request+become+woman�
http://www.ksdk.com/news/local/story.aspx?storyid=213744&catid=3�
http://www.thebody.com/content/art58221.html�
http://blog.oup.com/2010/08/gender-neutral-pronoun/�
http://www.cristanwilliams.com/b/2010/08/26/detransition-all-texas-tgs-it%E2%80%99s-up-to-a-wharton-judge/�
http://www.upi.com/Top_News/International/2010/08/26/UK-transsexual-sues-former-employer/UPI-37441282839744/�
http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/scottish-news/2010/08/27/revealed-one-in-25-solicitors-in-scotland-is-transsexual-says-law-society-86908-22517132/�
http://epgn.com/view/full_story/9284758/article-News-Briefing?instance=home_news�
http://www.timesherald.com/articles/2010/08/27/news/doc4c7747f155ed2612391474.txt�
http://www.shewired.com/Article.cfm?ID=25645�
http://chicago.gopride.com/news/article.cfm/articleid/12906400�
http://www.newswise.com/articles/professors-book-is-first-to-explore-two-spirit-literature-in-northwest-native-groups�
http://www.bilerico.com/2010/08/wapo_endorses_md_delegate_candidate_dr_dana_beyer.php�
http://www.earthtimes.org/articles/news/340907,refuse-prosecute-rape-transexual.html�
http://www.guardian.co.uk/lifeandstyle/2010/aug/25/transsexual-people-sex-work�
http://lezgetreal.com/2010/08/transgender-athlete-defends-caster-semenya-from-new-gender-criticism/�
http://www.commondreams.org/newswire/2010/08/24-8�
http://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/catholic-dissenters-create-homosexual-political-group-solicit-reports-of-anti-equality-activity/�
http://www.salon.com/life/feature/2010/08/23/my_son_in_a_dress/index.html�
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/debate/article-1305536/RICHARD-LITTLEJOHN-Since-Ladyshave-razor-tax-deductible.html�
http://www.thedailynewsegypt.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=122375&catid=1&Itemid=183�
http://life.globaltimes.cn/odd/2010-08/566413.html�
http://www.prlog.org/10881140-6-think-transgender-operations-should-be-illegal.html�
http://www.gaynz.com/articles/publish/31/article_7827.php�
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/08/24/science/24scibks.html?_r=2�
http://www.thaindian.com/newsportal/india-news/transgenders-participate-in-siliguri-fashion-show_100416623.html�
http://english.pravda.ru/hotspots/crimes/17-08-2010/114634-transsexual_raped_moscow-0�
http://www.nation.co.ke/magazines/Living/Free%20to%20live%20as%20a%20woman%20at%25/20last%20/-/1218/978080/-/qst6yxz/-/index.html�
http://www.chcoc.gov/transmittals/TransmittalDetails.aspx?TransmittalID=2982�
http://www.chcoc.gov/transmittals/TransmittalDetails.aspx?TransmittalID=2982�
http://www.chcoc.gov/transmittals/TransmittalDetails.aspx?TransmittalID=2982�
http://www.chcoc.gov/transmittals/TransmittalDetails.aspx?TransmittalID=2982�
http://www.globaltimes.cn/www/english/metro-beijing/lifestyle/fashion&shopping/2010-08/567084.html�
http://www.starobserver.com.au/news/2010/08/24/trans-help-at-hand/29895�
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After Hours is now at Stock’s on Second.  Stock's offers the opportunity 
to mingle and socialize in a friendly atmosphere as well as an opportu-
nity to dance to some great music.  So for great conversation, friendship 
and more, please join us  at Stock’s on Second.  There is no cover 
charge!  

The new policy is very similar to that 
of neighboring states New Jersey & 
Washington, DC, and removes the 
ambiguous and painful procedures 
required in the past of Transgender 
applicants, which included “proof” that 
they had, through surgery, changed 
their sexual designation. Fortunately 
Pennsylvania shows through its newly 
adopted policy that it recognizes the 
difference between sex and gender, 
and welcomes its Transgender citi-
zens to choose the gender designa-
tion that best suits their presentation 
in their everyday lives with the careful 
endorsement of licensed medical and 
mental health practitioners. 
"Ted Martin, Executive Director of 
Equality Pennsylvania and a long time 
supporter of the transgender commu-
nity, has been a strident and steadfast 
partner in his effort to see this issue 
become a successful reality.  Equality 

Pennsylvania has been a great ally 
to the transgender community and I 
am grateful for their energy and sup-
port," stated Jeanine Ruhsam, Presi-
dent of TransCentralPA.  "It is vitally 
important that transgender Pennsyl-
vanians have driver’s licenses that 
accurately reflect their lived gender. 
Having one that misrepresents your 
lived gender “outs” transgender peo-
ple in many situations where they 
need to show their license—if 
stopped by police, in bars and res-
taurants, and while filling out forms 
for employers. This violates their pri-
vacy, puts them at risk for discrimina-
tion, and even opens them to vio-
lence.”  
The National Center for Transgender 
Equality and the Gay and Lesbian 
Taskforce were close, critical allies 
and supporters in this successful 
effort. Their work to accomplish simi-
lar treatment of transgender citizens 

in many other states lent expertise 
and proven methods to the develop-
ment of PennDOT’s just adopted pol-
icy.  
“This is a great victory for common 
sense”, added Mara Keisling, Execu-
tive Director of the National Center for 
Transgender Equality and a Harris-
burg native. “That PennDOT updated 
this policy is very helpful for trans-
gender Pennsylvanians”. 
Within hours of the quiet implementa-
tion of this policy, Pennsylvania’s De-
partment of Transportation had its first 
applicant.  
“I have been waiting my entire life for 
this moment”, said Danni F., 65, of 
Harrisburg, a combat veteran of the 
Vietnam War and a local business 
person, her relief and emotion very 
apparent. “I was the first person in the 
whole state to go through this proc-
ess, and I cannot tell you how much 
this means to me”.  At 4:45 PM today 
she proudly and emotionally walked 
out of PennDOT Harrisburg with her 
new driver’s license that reflected her 
true and lived gender identity.  

TransCentralPA 
a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization 

 
c/o MCC of the Spirit 
2973 Jefferson Street 
Harrisburg, PA 17110 

(717) 236-7387 
 

info@TransCentralPA.org 
www.TransCentralPA.org   

Gender Marker (continued) 
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