
September 2016 
Announcements 

September’s Dinner will be at 
Home 231 on Saturday, September 
10th at 5:30 pm. We’ll sit down 
promptly at 6:00 pm. Please RSVP if 
you plan to attend at our website. 

September’s Meeting is Saturday, 
September 10th at 8:30 pm. Doors 
will open at approximately 8:00 pm. 
After hour activities usually ensue 
after the meeting at the Sheraton’s 
Dog & Pony Lounge. Check with Su-
zane Oliva or Katie Ward for infor-
mation. 

The LGBT Center has started offer-
ing meet-ups in Lancaster and York 
for LGBT women, LGBT men,  
LGBT parents, and LGBT seniors. 
Each meet-up takes place one Mon-
day each month in Lancaster, and 
one Wednesday each month in York.  
Information can be found at 
www.centralpalgbtcenter.org/
programs, visitors can also link to a 
closed Facebook group for the rele-
vant meet-ups they may be interested 
in connecting with. Contact Louie 
Marven at (717) 920-9534 or e-mail at 
lmarven@centralpalgbtcenter.org if 
you have any questions about these 
new programs.  

Alder Health Long-time trans-
advocate and CRNP Lorrainne Bock 
has joined the team at Alder Health.  
Alder Health is a LGBT-Friendly 
Health Provider in Harrisburg and 
Lancaster and take a variety of differ-
ent insurances as well as offer a 
needs based sliding scale. Highmark 
Blue Shield and Capital Blue Cross 
Insurance Plans (and of course self-
pay) provide the fewest obstacles to 
begin treatment.  Openings are avail-
able.  Visit their website for details. 

Mark Your Calendars!  Dates for 
the 2017 Keystone Conference are 
March 22-26th.  

Septembers Birthdays!  Cindy W. 
Josephine R., Magdalene E. Want 
birthday greetings? Want us to pass 
along Birthday greetings? Let us 

know what month your were born and 
we’ll post it. 

TCPA Membership Dues are a one-
time annual fee of $20. Spouses or 
SOs are $10 for the year.  Dues are 
used to pay for meeting space, pro-
gram literature, our website and our 
affiliation with and support of commu-
nity groups and activities such as 
Common Roads, the Community Cen-
ter, Central Pennsylvania Pride, etc.  
Please continue to support our organi-
zation and efforts by joining or renew-
ing your membership—we are making 
a difference! 

Erie Sisters Gala Registration for the 
2016 Lake Erie Gala is now 
OPEN! This years Gala will be held 
from November 16 - 20 at the Clarion 
hotel, 2800 West 8th St. in Erie PA. 
This location offers, among other 
things, an indoor pool, whirlpool and 
sauna, and is within walking distance 
of the Colony Plaza that features 
many vendors that have welcomed us 
on tours in the past and is near 
Presque Isle State Park. Note also 
that all meals for the gala will be 
served--no buffet meals. For registra-
tion forms and more information, visit 
the Erie Sisters and Brothers website 
at: The Erie Sisters. 

Pre FAB Dinner  Suzanne Oliva’s 
has once again organized her Annual 
FAB pre banquet scheduled for Friday 
night September 9th. Contact Suzane, 
suzane.oliva@comcast.net,  for infor-
mation and reservations 

TransCentralPA’s 2nd Annual Pot-
luck Picnic Sunday, September 
25th at Gifford Pinchot State Park 
from 2pm to 6 pm  

Hamburgers and hotdogs provided by 
TransCentralPA.  Plan to bring your 
own beverage, however, alcohol is 
NOT permitted at state parks. Bring 
a small dish to share. More info on 
page 7.  Please Sign up at the 
TranscentralPA website. 

Sheraton Hotel Discount. We are 
finalizing negotiations for a year-round 
group reduced rate at the Sheraton 
Harrisburg-Hershey Hotel. Details 
soon. 

Red Rook Inn Discount. We have 
negotiated a rate of $42.99/night for 
TranscentralPA members and guests. 
To take advantage of this special of-
fer, call the hotel directly at (717) 939-
1331 and use the rate code ‘TCPA’, 
Ask for details. They are also offering 
a special price for their Business  King 
Suites. 

Questions or Announcements?  

E-mail us at info@transcentralPA.org 

Serving the Transgender Community of Central Pennsylvania since 1989  
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www.TransCentralPA.org 

info@TransCentralPA.org 

c/o MCC of the Spirit 

2973 Jefferson Street 

Harrisburg, PA 17110 

TranscentralPA’s 2nd Annual Picnic      
TCPA’s 2nd Annual Picnic will once again be held at Gifford Pinchot State Park 
Sunday, Sept. 25th in the Quaker Race day area from 2pm to dusk.  

Details and map on page 7... 

http://www.home231.com/
http://www.transcentralpa.org/signup_dinner.htm
http://www.sheratonharrisburghershey.com/dog-and-pony-restaurant%20C:/Users/John/Documents/Commercial
http://www.sheratonharrisburghershey.com/dog-and-pony-restaurant%20C:/Users/John/Documents/Commercial
http://www.sheratonharrisburghershey.com/dog-and-pony-restaurant
http://www.centralpalgbtcenter.org/programs
http://www.centralpalgbtcenter.org/programs
mailto:lmarven@centralpalgbtcenter.org
http://www.alderhealth.org
http://eriesisters.ning.com
http://www.stateparks.com/gifford_pinchot_york.html
http://transcentralpa.org/
http://transcentralpa.org/
mailto:info@TransCentralPA.org.
http://www.transcentralpa.org
mailto:info@TransCentralPA.org
http://www.stateparks.com/gifford_pinchot_york.html
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Joanne’s Jottings 

I am writing this on August 31, 2016, shortly after re-
turning from Pittsburgh where I attended the White 
House LGBT Summit. 

We had representatives presenting information from a 
variety of Federal agencies including the Departments 
of Justice, Health and Human Services, Agriculture, 
and the Small Business Administration.  In addition, 
many state, county, and local jurisdictions  attended 
and participated in the several plenaries, and work-
shops. What is significant to note is that the 99.9999% 
of the presenters were political appointees of the 
Obama Administration and were LGBT identified.   

What is also significant is that their presentations rein-
forced the common wisdom that these past eight 
years were extremely beneficial to the LGBT community in total, but the 
transgender community has gained the most in terms of public policy. 
They also implied that the positive changes need to continue and other 
issues need must be added to our agenda as a nation that embraces 
and empowers everyone. 

You can interpret what follows in whatever way you choose, however, 
as someone who has been advocating for each of you and our trans-
community for these past few years, I must tell you that this next gen-
eral election on November 8, 2016 will be a defining moment for our 
community.  Whoever wins the various elected positions will be poised 
to roll back either what we have gained, or will be in position to not only 
maintain our advances, but add to them as well. I am not encouraging 
you to vote for any specific person, nor am I seeking to endorse any 
political party, but here is the deal, you have around sixty days to con-
duct your due diligence, and then make your decision on whom to vote 
for based on research, not on hyperbole, or the opinion of some pundit 
or so-called “expert”.  Google each candidate and learn as much as you 
can, not just for the Presidential race, but also for every candidate from 
the top to the bottom of the ballot.   

Make sure that you avoid the opinions of others who may have an axe 
to grind, or a hidden agenda.  Many of the candidates have a history of 
activities, political positions orations taken for many years.  As you 
come across any allegation, accusation, or a statement about some-
thing they may or may not have done, research it on Politifact, or 
Snopes, any other fact check website, or for that matter, just cut and 
paste the allegation or statement into Google, read the pros and cons, 
and then decide on the accuracy of each. 

I realize that this sounds like a lot of effort, probably because perhaps 
you have never approached an election this way before.  When you 
have prepared yourself with the facts and the truth, and feel confident 
that the candidate you believe will be the most helpful on behalf of our 
community, then make sure to VOTE! 

Now shifting away from the election, I would remind and encourage you 
to come to our annual picnic on Sunday, September 27, 2016, from 2 to 
dusk. TransCentralPA will once again provide the hamburgers, hot 
dogs, buns and plates, utensils and condiments.  You will need to bring 
your own beverage (it must be non-alcoholic – park rules) a food item 
to share, and if you wish a lawn chair.  In a few days, we will post a sig-
nup page on our website so that you can select the shared item you will 
bring.  The picnic will once again be at the Gifford-Pinchot State Park at 
the Woodland Pavilion in the Quaker Race Day Use Area. See map on 
page 7. 

     

Joanne Carroll 

President 

Calendar of Events 
Bold text are TransCentralPA sponsored 

Sep 8 Femme Fever Back to School Party 

Ringside Bar Hicksville, NY 

Sep  10 TransCentralPA Dinner 

Meeting @ the MCC Of The Spirit 

Social Time-Location @ Shertaon 

Sep 10 Fall Achievement Banquet 

Pennsylvania State Museum  

Harrisburge, PA 

Sep 25 TransCentralPA  Picnic  

Gifford Pinchot State Park Sunday, 

Sept. 25th from 2 pm to Dusk.  

Oct 8 TransCentralPA Dinner 

Meeting @ the MCC Of The Spirit 

Social Time-Location @ Sheraton 

Oct 16 2016 Little Rock, Pride Fest 

Little Rock, AR  

Nov 

2-6 

Beauty and the Beach 

Rehoboth Beach, Delaware 

Nov 12 TransCentralPA Dinner 

Meeting @ the MCC Of The Spirit 

Social Time-Location @ Sheraton 

Nov 16 2016 Lake Erie Gala 

Erie, PA 

Dec 10 TransCentralPA Christmas Pot Luck 

Meeting @ the MCC Of The Spirit 

Social Time-Location @ Sheraton 

Dec 

11-13 

LGBT Tourism & Hospitality Conference 

Las Vegas, NV 

Visit www.TransCentralPA.org for de-

tails & more event info!  

Love and Hugs, 

            Joanne 

http://femmefever.com/femmefeverevents.html
http://femmefever.com/femmefeverevents.html
http://www.transcentralpa.org/
http://www.transcentralpa.org/
http://www.transcentralpa.org/
https://centralpalgbtcenter.givezooks.com/events/fab-2016
https://centralpalgbtcenter.givezooks.com/events/fab-2016
https://centralpalgbtcenter.givezooks.com/events/fab-2016
http://transcentralpa.org/
http://transcentralpa.org/
http://transcentralpa.org/
http://www.transcentralpa.org/
http://www.transcentralpa.org/
http://www.transcentralpa.org/
http://www.centralarkansaspride.com/
http://www.centralarkansaspride.com/
http://cdspub.com/batb/
http://cdspub.com/batb/
http://www.transcentralpa.org/
http://www.transcentralpa.org/
http://www.transcentralpa.org/
http://eriesisters.ning.com
http://eriesisters.ning.com
http://transcentralpa.org/
http://transcentralpa.org/
http://transcentralpa.org/
http://www.lgbttourismconference.com/
http://www.lgbttourismconference.com/
http://www.transcentralpa.org/
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Transgender Vacations, based in Miami, Florida, is 
a travel company that organizes group or individual 
travel for the Transgendered Community.  
 
They have packages that are specially organized 
for a coming out in Fort Lauderdale. These are for 
individuals that want to come to Fort Lauderdale 
and be themselves. Packages include 3, 4 or 7 

nights staying at Sonesta Beach Hotel on the Beach with some tours.  
 
They also have their 3

rd
 Annual Transgender Caribbean Cruise scheduled for 

March 12-19, 2017. 
 
More information about the 2 events can be found on their website, 
transgendervacations.com/ 

Beauty And The Beach will be held the 
first weekend in November, the 2nd to the 
6th, in beautiful Rehoboth Beach, Dela-
ware. Rehoboth is a GLBT-friendly resort 
town about 100 miles south of greater 
Philadelphia. The weather, even in No-
vember, is gorgeous. Typical tempera-
tures during the day are in the high-60’s. 

There is plenty to do at Beauty And The 
Beach. We provide you activities within 
the confines of the hotel if you wish to 
stay in, but the town is wide open and 
welcoming to TG people of every stripe. 
Go out and shop to your heart’s content, 
walk the boards, or visit many of the local 
bars and restaurants. You decide how to 
spend your time; we make it possible. 

Our hotel, The Atlantic Sands, is right on 
the boardwalk and the beach. Every room 
is a deluxe accommodation equipped 
with a microwave, refrigerator, coffee 
maker and Internet access. Most rooms 
have two queen-sized beds, while some 
have a single king. There are also meet-
ing spaces for workshops and vendors. 
All of the services and facilities are locat-
ed under one roof so there’s never a 
need to go outside. If you do, however, 
you’ll find that you’re just one block from 
the beautiful downtown shopping district. 
Stroll the boardwalk right outside the din-
ing room, and the beach is just a few feet 
beyond that!  

BATB will be a memorable experience for 
everyone involved. The weekend is de-
signed to give you an opportunity to dress 
to your heart’s content. 

Bring your entire wardrobe! The people 
you’ll meet here are some of the nicest 
you’ll ever meet anywhere. They come 
from different backgrounds, but they all 
share the same desire: to get away and 
let “her” roam free.  

We also encourage and welcome couples 
to attend and we usually get a large 
group of them at the weekend. Read the 
schedule of activities and decide for your-
self if this isn’t one of the best valued 
events in the transgender community. 

The weather in Rehoboth in late October 
– early November is in the high 60s to 
low-70s. 

For more information, read the schedule 
of activities and decide for yourself if this 
isn’t one of the best valued events in the 
transgender community. 

 New DOJ Video Teaches Cops (and Everyone)  

How to Respect Trans People 

The Department of Justice has re-
leased a new training video intended 
to assist law enforcement officers in 
interacting peacefully and respectful-
ly with transgender people. 

The 13-minute video, produced by 
the department's Community Rela-
tions Service, fea-
tures three vi-
gnettes of officers 
working with trans 
people in nonemer-
gency situations, 
along with basic 
instruction on 
transgender identi-
ties and pronoun 
usage. It focuses 
on politeness and 
respect for trans 
people, and in-
cludes a nod to 
trans people's access to restrooms. It 
also addresses some of the long-
standing fears the trans community 
has regarding law enforcement due 
to decades of mistreatment. 

"Transgender Americans, like all 
Americans, deserve to be treated 
with courtesy and respect by law 
enforcement officers. The infor-
mation provided in this video will help 
strengthen the relationship between 
police and the transgender communi-
ty, allowing for more effective investi-
gations and safer encounters for of-
ficers and citizens alike." States In a 
press release accompanying the 
video, the acting Community Rela-
tions Service's director. 

Transgender people have a lengthy 
history of distrusting law enforce-
ment, and not without cause. Monica 
Jones, a trans woman, made head-
lines in Arizona in 2014 when she 

was arrested and convicted for 
"manifesting prostitution" for simply walk-
ing down the street. That conviction was 
later overturned. Last year, trans woman 
Meagan Taylor and a friend were arrest-
ed in Iowa for simply checking into a hotel 
room because the desk clerk suspected 

they were prosti-
tutes. 

The 2011 Na-
tional 
Transgender 
Discrimination 
Survey found 
that more than 
one in five trans 
people have 
experienced 
harassment at 
the hands of law 
enforcement. 
This is particu-

larly concerning for trans people of color, 
who face substantial systemic inequality, 
particularly poverty, homelessness, and 
participation in underground survival 
economies, all of which places them at 
higher risk for law enforcement contact. 

The same 2011 report also found that 
nearly half of trans people fear seeking 
police assistance due to perceived bias. 
Given the extraordinarily high and esca-
lating rates of violence faced by the trans 
community, particularly trans women of 
color, it is paramount that police find 
ways to respectfully interact with trans 
people they encounter. 

However, the DOJ's video largely fea-
tures white trans women, though some 
airtime is given to Debbie McMillan, a 
black trans woman affiliated with the 
Women's Collective, an HIV education, 
support, and prevention nonprofit based 
in Washington, D.C. 

November 2nd - 6th, 2016 

file:///C:/Users/John/Documents/Commercial
http://cdspub.com/batb/general-info/C:/Users/John/Documents/Commercial
http://www.cityofrehoboth.com/
http://www.cityofrehoboth.com/
http://cdspub.com/batb/general-info/
http://cdspub.com/batb/general-info/
http://cdspub.com/batb/
http://cdspub.com/batb/
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fi2.cdn.turner.com%2Fcnnnext%2Fdam%2Fassets%2F160108142522-aidaprima-ship-photo-super-169.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cnn.com%2F2016%2F01%2F15%2Ftravel%2Ftop-new-cruise-ships%2F&docid=zgbEczf_R0N7yM&tbn
https://youtu.be/gfGPx4xJHvMC:/Users/John/Documents/Commercial
https://youtu.be/gfGPx4xJHvMC:/Users/John/Documents/Commercial
https://youtu.be/gfGPx4xJHvMC:/Users/John/Documents/Commercial
http://www.cdspub.com/batb/
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Lancaster and York  
Women's Meet-Ups 

 
The Center also offers meet-up groups for 
LGBT Women in Lancaster and York. 
These programs are open spaces for 
LGBT women of all backgrounds and 
identities. 
 
These monthly meet-ups take place from 
6-8 pm and are facilitated by volunteers. 
Volunteer leaders are committed to creat-
ing community, networking, sharing re-
sources, learning, building substance-free 
social space, making sure our communi-
ties are visible, identifying outreach op-
portunities, and making and finding safe 
spaces. Drop in sometime to participate in 
YOUR community! 
 
Harrisburg (LGBT Center, 1306 N 3rd 
St): 3rd Tuesdays 
 
Lancaster (Candy Factory, 342 N Queen 
St, WHS D): 2nd Mondays  
 
York (Heidelberg UCC, 47 W Philadelph-
ia St): 4th Wednesdays   

October 16-23, 2016 

Fantasia Fair Scholarships 

The Fantasia Fair coming this October 
16 – 23 in historic Provincetown, Mas-
sachusetts. 

'Fantasia Fair is a major eight to ten-
day-long conference for transgender 
people and cross-dressers. Held every 
October in Provincetown, Massachu-
setts, a small Portuguese fishing vil-
lage and largely gay and lesbian tour-
ist village on the very tip of Cape Cod.  

This annual event is significant as the 
longest-running transgender confer-
ence and because it allows 
transgender people space to experi-
ment with gender-role presentations in 
a safe and affirming community.  

The goal of the conference is to create 
a place in which transgender and tran-
sexual people are accepted without 
judgement, and to create a "time when 
participants can just relax and wear 
beautiful clothes and express their 
femme selves.   

 

National Center for Transgender 
Equality and partners at Fairness USA 
launched a major public education 
campaign to raise awareness of the 
discrimination and need for protections 
for trans people across the U.S. The 
campaign features a television ad de-
picting the mistreatment and harass-
ment that many trans peo-
ple face when using a public restroom. 

NCTE’s newly released survey da-
ta shows that 59% of trans people 
avoided bathrooms in the last year be-
cause they were afraid of problems like 
being confronted and 31% avoided 
eating and drinking so they didn’t have 
to. And, even more appalling, one in 10 
of the trans people who did use a pub-
lic restroom reported that they were 
harassed, attacked, or sexually as-
saulted. 

We hope this ad will open some eyes 
and hopefully change some hearts and 
minds too. It was show on Fox News 
during the Republican National Con-
vention and also on MSNBC during the 
Democratic National Convention. 

Start a conversation about it with your 
friends and family. Tell people how it 
feels as a trans person—or a family 
member or friend of a trans person—to 
be discriminated against, harassed, or 
excluded from restrooms or any other 
area of life. This ad only shows one 
person’s story. 

Watch the ad now.  

The Transgender Legal Defense & Education Fund is pleased to announce that 

their annual Freedom Awards will take place on Monday, October 24th.  

The Freedom Awards is their signature cocktail event that brings together nearly 

400 guests to celebrate the transgender community and renew their commitment 

to supporting TLDEF’s work for equal rights. Last year’s Freedom Awards raised 

more than $300,000 and they aim to surpass that milestone at this year’s event. 

Stay tuned for information about honorees and awards, as well as sponsorship 

and ticket availability. TLDEF is dedicated to ending discrimination based on 

gender identity and expression and to achieving equality for transgender people 

through high-impact litigation, education, and public policy. Your support makes 

it possible. 

TLDEF’s Annual Freedom Awards 

New Policy on Surgery  

The Pennsylvania Department of 

Human Services has issued a new 

Medical Assistance Bulletin on Affir-

mation Surgery.  

Click here to view the Bulletin. 

http://www.transcentralpa.org/index.htmC:/Users/John/Documents/Commercial
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-BQDCytorFNCY1L6UtaCbOc2g-OMY68WflULcP7Oypp5A1D5q9_54LJ16hfy0CxHtQBIcvYZ3uCYs0jOSRCAHBwDjwhDEneNXwwkZD7906Wke7UxIXdX-JiOQkYB5_teXoHuqZv891-sUJEYgBDZFk71cMA6aAMAm802osbGHXHOU_gt6PP_l66gM8aAnXLzLstgVdaVVSQ=&c=3z_I_XeCW4DnamsoM5Enn
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001-BQDCytorFNCY1L6UtaCbOc2g-OMY68WflULcP7Oypp5A1D5q9_54LJ16hfy0CxHtQBIcvYZ3uCYs0jOSRCAHBwDjwhDEneNXwwkZD7906Wke7UxIXdX-JiOQkYB5_teXoHuqZv891-sUJEYgBDZFk71cMA6aAMAm802osbGHXHOU_gt6PP_l66gM8aAnXLzLstgVdaVVSQ=&c=3z_I_XeCW4DnamsoM5Enn
http://www.ustranssurvey.org/preliminary-findingsC:/Users/John/Documents/Commercial
http://www.ustranssurvey.org/preliminary-findingsC:/Users/John/Documents/Commercial
http://fairnessusa.org/
http://www.tldef.org/
http://www.dhs.pa.gov/cs/groups/webcontent/documents/bulletin_admin/c_233793.pdf


Join Equality PA Trans 

 on Facebook 

Trans-Headliners 
Below are several news stories, blogs, opinions and resources for your reading pleasure.  Opinions & views in these links cannot be as-

sumed to be of TransCentralPA, nor the Officers or Members of TransCentralPA.  Our goal is to simply provide you with information & 

thought-provoking viewpoints. If you would like to submit a story, please email us at info@TransCentralPA.org 

TG Military Cop Describes Feeling ‘Liberated’ When First Exploring Cross-Dressing 

New Hampshire Governor Bans Transgender Discrimination In State Government 

Putting-the-pieces-together-new-home-to-help-lgbt-homeless-opens-in-n-philly  

Federal Judge Orders High School To Let Trans Student Use Boys’ Restroom 

Putting-the-pieces-together-new-home-to-help-lgbt-homeless-opens-in-n-philly  

Sneak Peek At The New Season Of The Trans Reality Show ‘Transcendent’ 

Pennsylvania Department of Human Services Medical Assistance Bulletin  

IN-SERVICE TRANSITION FOR TRANSGENDER SERVICE MEMBERS  

Caitlyn Jenner covers 'Sports Illustrated,' reflects on decathlon and Bruce 

Gender-Neutral Bathrooms: (Hopefully) Coming Soon to a City Near You 

This Trans Man Just Came Out To The World In The Best Way Possible 

Check Australian Millionaire Comes Out as Transgender on Television 

Kris Jenner Explains How She Dealt With Caitlyn Jenner’s Transition 

Meet The First Trans Athlete To Be Featured In ESPN’s Body Issue 

American Airlines Shows Its Support for the LGBT Community 

President-Obama-designates-stonewall-national-monument 

Why we still need statewide protections from discrimination 

Creative Solution To The Transgender ‘Bathroom Bill’ War 

This Trans Woman Dared to Be Herself in 1960s America 

My Transgender Life: Peace In The House (Shalom Bayit) 

Transgender Decision Raises Questions of Combat Jobs 

The Humiliating Practice of Sex-Testing Female Athletes 

GLAAD Celebrity Activists Talk LGBT Equality and More 

Trans woman goes ahead with surgery after court battle 

Sothwest Airlines outreach to the LGBT Community 

Transgender Rights-Mara Keisling talks on CSPAN          

Plans forming for Gayborhood Orlando fundraiser 

Transgender Soldiers Make Us A Stronger Military 

Coming Out’ At 72: Who I Am And Why It Matters 

IOC Loosens Guidelines on Transgender Athletes  

My Transgender Life: PRIDE Lasts All Year Long 

Drag Race Season 8 Contestants Live In Philly  

In first, White House hires openly trans staffer 

The Impact Of HIV On The Trans Community 

State agency: D.A. must certify Morris records 

ActionAIDS changes name, expands mission 

Trans Pioneer  Fights for Trans Community 

PA Senate committee approves antibias bill 

New-group-for-women-trans-femme-cyclists 

Equality PA Hires Trans-Rights Organizer 

Empowering Transgender Lights to Shine 

US Military to Lift Transgender Ban 

Femme Fever News  
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www.AlderHealth.org 

Improving the Health of All 

FAB 2016 Refreshed 
The LGBT’s Center's annual fundraising and awards 
benefit, FAB, will be back this year in a different form. 
Stay tuned for information on the honorees. 

For now, save the date:  Saturday, September 10, 6:00 
pm at the Pennsylvania State Museum on 300 North 
Street in Harrisburg. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/EqualityPATrans/
mailto:info@transcentralpa.org
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/transgender-military-cop-describes-exploring-cross-dressing_us_57634c91e4b0853f8bf05bfd?utm_hp_ref=transgender
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/new-hampshire-transgender-discrimination-ban_us_57768133e4b04164640f9484?utm_hp_ref=transgender
http://www.epgn.com/news/local/9864-putting-the-pieces-together-new-home-to-help-lgbt-homeless-opens-in-n-philly
http://www.dhs.pa.gov/cs/groups/webcontent/documents/bulletin_admin/c_233793.pdf
http://www.defense.gov/Portals/1/features/2016/0616_policy/DoD-Instruction-1300.28.pdf
http://www.usatoday.com/story/life/entertainthis/2016/06/28/caitlyn-jenner-sports-illustrated-decathlon-gold-medal-olympics-anniversary/86459504/
http://www.thefrisky.com/2016-06-29/meet-chris-mosier-the-first-transgender-athlete-featured-in-espns-body-issue/
http://upgrd.com/blogs/doublewidesfly/american-airline-show-their-support-for-the-lgbt-community.html
https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2016/06/24/president-obama-designates-stonewall-national-monument
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/transgender-bathroom-esther-sperber_us_5783e590e4b01edea78ef6da?utm_hp_ref=transgender
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/07/03/magazine/the-humiliating-practice-of-sex-testing-female-athletes.html
https://www.southwest.com/html/southwest-difference/community-involvement/glbt/index.html
http://www.epgn.com/news/local/10653-plans-forming-for-gayborhood-orlando-fundraiserC:/Users/John/Documents/Commercial
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/lionel-beehner/no-actually-transgender-s_b_10967264.html?utm_hp_ref=transgende
http://www.newser.com/story/219535/ioc-loosens-guidelines-on-transgender-athletes.html
http://www.dragfans.com/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/hiv-transgender-community_us_57924090e4b0fc06ec5cce19?utm_hp_ref=transgender
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/andrea-james-trans-pioneer_us_5776965be4b04164640fc212?utm_hp_ref=transgender%5d
http://www.epgn.com/news/breaking-news/10633-equality-pa-rallies-in-advance-of-senate-vote-on-housing-protections
http://www.epgn.com/news/local/9877-new-group-for-women-trans-femme-cyclists
http://www.femmefever.com/femmefeverevents.html
http://www.alderhealth.org
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Pennsylvania Courts Now Prohibit Gender Identity Discrimination 

Non-Discrimination Policy Updated by the State Supreme Court 

HARRISBURG, Pa. — In an update initiated by the Pennsylvania Youth Congress, 
the Pennsylvania Supreme Court has revised the Unified Judicial System’s non-
discrimination policy to include protections on the basis of gender identity and ex-
pression. This policy is now in effect at every court under the Supreme Court’s juris-
diction, including the Superior, Commonwealth, Common Pleas, and Magisterial 
courts. The policy must be adhered to by court employees, as well as district attor-
neys and lawyers engaging in court-related matters.  

In June 2016, Pennsylvania Youth Congress Executive Director Jason Landau Goodman approached Allegheny County Com-
mon Pleas Judge Christine Ward to propose this update. Judge Ward brought the proposed amendment to the Supreme Court 
which adopted the policy in in July 2016. A judicial system-wide memo was distributed in August to all Justices, Judges, Mag-
isterial District Judges, and state-level judiciary employees announcing the new policy. 

The amended non-discrimination policy is being hailed a seismic shift toward ensuring dignity and respect for transgender 
Pennsylvanians. 

Actions that are now prohibited range from harassment by court employees toward transgender people, to prohibiting judges 
from discriminating against transgender people in open court. Additionally, court employees who are transgender are now ex-
plicitly protected against discrimination and harassment in their workplace. To address violations of the policy, members of the 
public and court employees may file a complaint which will be handled as are other cases of discrimination within the state 
judicial system. 

Throughout the commonwealth, transgender people have shared how judges, court employees, prosecutors, and attorneys 
have been known to discriminate and demean them, both in personal interactions and in court proceedings. However, as the 
update reflects, the judiciary includes many judges who are supportive of fully respecting transgender people. 

Landau Goodman praised the Commonwealth’s highest court for their swift action. He said, “this is a significant moment in 
ensuring justice for all in our judicial system. Many transgender Pennsylvanians have too often had terrifying and traumatizing 
experiences in our judicial system. We are incredible proud of the Supreme Court’s declaration that transgender people must 
be regarded with dignity.” Further, he added that the policy “is instrumental in paving the way forward for openly transgender 
judges to serve across the commonwealth.” 

Ciora Thomas, founder of the transgender women of color support network Sisters United in Pittsburgh, reflected on the im-
portance of this update. She said, “I am thrilled to know a safer and dignified future for trans people is becoming a reality. Now 
we can stand in front of any judge and be respected as women, men, and people, without being misgendered or incorrectly 
named. We now have the dignity we deserve as American citizens.”  

Several years ago, Ciora was before a local magistrate for a minor traffic citation, where she was relentlessly harassed by 
court employees and the judge. In open court, the judge only referred to her by her birth name and forced her to remove her 
hair. She complied in the dehumanizing process in order to avoid judicially-imposed consequences. She would now be able to 
file a complaint and see through a charge where the court employees and judge could be disciplined. 

Deja Alvarez, Director of the LGBTQ Home for Hope in Philadelphia, the first LGBTQ homeless shelter in Pennsylvania, said 
that the new policy “will help empower us to fight against any injustice and bias perpetrated against Trans* communities in the 
courts. This is a landmark moment in ending discrimination in a system that directly affects our ability to live, where our com-
munity is often unjustly put through the criminal justice system at alarmingly high rates.” 

The full policy can be found online at the Unified Judicial System’s website, along with the complaint forms. 

The Pennsylvania Youth Congress (PYC) advances freedom and justice for young LGBTQ Pennsylvanians through advocat-
ing for responsible public policy. As a youth-led organization, PYC represents citizens working toward safer schools and thriv-
ing communities across the commonwealth. 

http://www.significantotherpa.org/
http://www.pacourts.us/assets/files/setting-435/file-214.pdf?cb=5c1d9e
http://www.pacourts.us/judicial-administration/human-resources/complaint-procedures


Page 7 

  

TransCentralPA 

Picnic Area 

Enter in Park 

Here 

From I-83, 

Lewisberry,  

Harrisburg, 

From PA 76,  

Dover, Dillsburg, 

Wellsville 

TransCentralPA’s 2nd Annual Potluck Picnic 

Sunday, September 25th at Gifford Pinchot State Park from 2pm to 6 pm 

The accessible Quaker Race Day Use Area is on the west side of the lake. Picnic tables, charcoal grills, convenient 
parking lots, drinking water, modern restrooms and horseshoe pits are throughout the areas.  The day area has restroom 
facilities and is located in a fairly secure section of the park.  It features a covered pavilion with horseshoe pit and hiking 
trails. Plenty of seating is available in the covered pavilion, however if you would prefer, please feel free to bring your 
lawn chairs.  If you have yard games, bring them along. Last year 35 of us had a great time, so make plans now to join 
us for a fun afternoon.  

Hamburgers and hotdogs provided by TransCentralPA.  Bring your own beverage, however, 
alcohol is NOT permitted in a State Park.  Bring something small to share.   Sign up at the 
TransCentralPA Website.   Questions?  Please contact us at info@transcentralpa.org.   

This is on the North side, middle part of the lake.   

If coming from I-83, exit at Newberry Exit (Hwy 382 - Lewisberry Road) 

Go WNW on Hwy 382 (Lewisberry Road) 

Turn Left at Hwy 177 (Rosstown Road) 

Turn Left at Second Entrance to Pinchot State Park (Quaker Race Day Use Area Entrance) 

Follow park road toward lake and follow it around to (Quaker Race Day Use Area) 

Look for the flag bearing the transgender colors at the picnic area 

If coming from the West (Wellsville, PA 74, Dillsburg),  

Go Northeast on PA 177 

Turn Right at Quaker Race Day Use Area entrance 

Follow park road toward lake and follow it around to (Quaker Race Day Use Area) 

Look for the flag bearing the transgender colors at the picnic area 

http://www.transcentralpa.org
mailto:info@transcentralpa.org
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Celebrity, scandal, tell-all books, palace 
intrigue, political protest and more... 

When the Chevalier d’Eon left France in 

1762, it was as a diplomat, a spy in the 

French king’s service, a Dragoon captain, 

and a man. When he returned in July 1777, at 

the age of 49, it was as a celebrity, a writer, 

an intellectual, and a woman—according to a 

declaration by the government of France. 

What happened? And why? 

The answer to those questions is complex, obscured by layers of bad biography, 

speculation and rumor, and shifting gender and psychological politics in the years 

since, as well as d’Eon’s own attempts to reframe his story in a way that would 

make sense to his contemporary society. (Note: In consultation with d’Eon’s biog-

rapher, I have decided to use the male pronoun when talking about d’Eon before 

the gender shift and the female pronoun after.) Professor Gary Kates of Pomona 

College is one of the first modern academics to look closely at the life—or lives—of 

the Chevalier d’Eon, in his comprehensive biography Monsieur d’Eon Is a Woman. 

Kates had access to d’Eon’s personal papers, a treasure trove of manuscripts, dia-

ries, financial records, documents, and letters housed at the University of Leeds, 

and his work is widely considered the best place to start when considering d’Eon.  

The story Kates tells is a complex narrative, 

involving Ancien Regime intrigue, secret spy 

rings, political necessity, burgeoning celebrity 

culture, and nascent feminism. The meaning 

of d’Eon’s transformation has been dissected 

for centuries; feminist writer Mary Wollstone-

craft praised d'Eon in their lifetime and con-

temporary trans groups have named them-

selves in d'Eon's honor. 

Even so, Kates cautions that the history of this 

fascinating figure is far from complete. “I don’t 

think I’ve written the definitive book on d’Eon,” 

he says. How could he? This is a person who 

lived enough for three lifetimes. 

The King's Secret 

Charles-Geneviève-Louis-Auguste-André-Timothée d'Éon de Beaumont was born 

October 5, 1728, to a minor aristocratic family in Burgundy; despite later claims, 

there was no hint of anything unusual about his birth and he was declared a boy. 

After a largely uneventful adolescence and completing his studies in Paris, d’Eon’s 

family’s connections secured him a place in civil service. He steadily climbed the 

ranks until, in 1756, d’Eon became secretary to the French ambassador to Russia. 

Read more about Chevalier d’Eon here.. 

The Incredible Chevalier d'Eon, Who Left France  

as a Male Spy and Returned as a Christian Woman 
by Linda Rodriguez McRobbie 

LGBTQ Aging Conference 
October 1, 2016, 8:00 am - 1:00 pm 

Elizabethtown College, Hoover Center 

The inaugural LGBTQ Aging Conference 
is presented by the LGBT Center of 
Central PA with support from Elizabeth-
town College and AARP of Pennsylva-
nia. 

Rachel Levine, M.D. will provide the key-
note address, Healthy Aging for the 
LGBTQ Community. Dr. Levine is cur-
rently the Physician General for the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and 
Professor of Pediatrics and Psychiatry at 
the Penn State College of Medicine. 

This conference is for: 

LGBTQ community members ages 50+ 

Professionals in the aging service pro-
vider network who want to expand their 
skills in supporting LGBTQ people 
(continuing education credits are availa-
ble for social workers!) 

Students and community members inter-
ested in learning more about LGBTQ 
aging concerns 

SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES 

8:00-1:00, Vendor Area Open 

8:00-9:00, Registration & Continental Breakfast 

9:00-9:45, Keynote Address, Dr. Rachel Levine 

10:00-10:50, Workshop Session 1 

11:00-11:50, Workshop Session 2 

12:00-1:00, Lunch & Closing Panel 

Parking is available in the lot off Col-
lege Avenue near the Hoover Center. 
Carpooling is available from Harrisburg, 
Lancaster, and York. Indicate carpooling 
interest when you sign up. 

COST is $10 for LGBTQ community 
members ages 50+, $15 for students, 
$20 for community members, and $30 
for social workers seeking continuing 
education credits. Includes continental 
breakfast, lunch, and all activities listed 
above. 

SPACE IS LIMITED. CLICK FOR MORE 
INFO AND TO REGISTER TODAY. 

http://www.atlasobscura.com/articles/the-incredible-chevalier-deon-who-left-france-as-a-male-spy-and-returned-as-a-christian-woman?utm_source=Boomtrain&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=20160802&bt_email=mmkanuck@hotmail.com&bt_ts=1470146254990
https://centralpalgbtcenter.givezooks.com/events/lgbtq-aging-conference
https://centralpalgbtcenter.givezooks.com/events/lgbtq-aging-conference

